
A reflection in the light of Christmas

Dear Friends,

At a Mission Council I once belonged to one of the Bishops quoted from Walter Brueggemann, saying, 
‘Churches should be the most honest place in town, not the happiest place in town.’ How hard is that 
to hear?

We are coming up to Christmas, to the time of year when we think of the lovely story of the Nativity: of 
Mary and Joseph travelling to Bethlehem, the birth of the adorable Baby Jesus and the animals 
gathered around, missing out the tough bits and focusing instead on the heavenly choir and cuddly 
lambs. Yet, in reality, much of the Nativity is hard: the tough journey, hard for a pregnant woman and 
with only a donkey, cold nights and long days; nowhere to rest and a smelly (by out standards) lean-to-
attached to an inn; the birth of a baby with no obvious help and support from others; then a story of 
persecution and anger and becoming refugees. Much in our world is tough. Stories confront us with the 
reality of suffering and struggle.

Think of the last few weeks and months – the situation in Syria and Nigeria is not getting any better, 
refugees, persecution, fighting and abuse unchecked: the Covid-19 pandemic is highlighting the people 
who have lost everything including life; the increasing stories of those living below the breadline, 
homelessness, mental health issues and a fear of tomorrow. We as Churches, are not called to peddle 
the nice stuff. We are given a Gospel that is real, a God that called people in times of suffering and a 
saviour who came, lived, suffered and died to show us love. 

We will focus on the amazing narrative that we have put together from Scripture that tells the story of 
Jesus and we will celebrate but we also need to make sure that the story allows for the reality of the 
world. That we don’t ignore the struggles, the tough times, the conflict and the pain that is in the story, 
our lives and the lives of those we encounter. We need to be honest with those we meet, with each 
other and with God. How easy is it? 

Well, we often shy away from sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ, we often shy away from conflict 
and disagreement and we often cannot be honest with God because we feel that it’s not acceptable or 
it makes us a ‘bad’ Christian or others will judge us. Yet, to be truly human is to fall short, to fail, to fall 
out, to make mistakes, to be angry or disappointed. And if we cannot be honest with God and with 
each other, then we will struggle to be honest with ourselves and with those whom we encounter. God 
knows we are fallible, God knows we are weak and he still we are loved. What a message to share, how 
important we share it well.
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So this Christmas, let us truly open our hearts to God. Let us share the wonderous story 
of love coming into the world. But let us also acknowledging that life is not always 
angels and stars, glory on high and chubby babies. And let us make time to be, as we 
really are, before God and allow God to speak to us once again through this Christmas 
story. Then let us speak honestly, sharing the blessings we have received. And as we 
speak, our words can touch the hearts of others – whether happy or sad, well or ill, 
angry or at peace. And God’s love will come, as it did all those years ago through the 
birth of a tiny baby – Saviour of the world. 

“Do not be afraid, I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.” 
Luke 2:10 

Happy Christmas to you all. 
Love, 

Rev Julie

Christmas is coming…

6th December: 2nd Sunday of Advent
10am Holy Communion

13th December: 3rd Sunday of Advent
10am Holy Communion & Toy Service 

20th December: 4th  Sunday of Advent
10am Holy Communion

6.30pm Carols & Nine Lessons

24th December: Christmas Eve
4.30pm - Crib and Christingle service (online reflection)

11.30pm – Midnight Mass

25th December: Christmas Day
10.30am – Holy Communion

27th December: John, Apostle and Evangelist
10.00am – Holy Communion

28th December: Holy Innocents
10.30am – BCP Holy Communion



St John’s Alternative Advent Calendar



Thank Yous
We would like to thank everyone for their kind donations of clothes,
toys, books, shoes etc to our Ark Project at St John's. We have truly
been overwhelmed! Any available storage is now full and we are
working on getting everything to those who need it. At present we
cannot accept any more donations of clothing, toys, books or shoes. If
you would still like to support, we would appreciate donations of cakes
and also of food (non-perishable such as canned ready meals, cereals,
biscuits, etc). Many thanks.

These lovely Advent Hampers that 

were put together by someone at 

St John’s. There is a number that 

represents each day during 

Advent and a treat or food for that 

day.

Thank you 

A big shout out to 

Serena and all the 

team at Wagamama's

in Enfield who very 

kindly provided us 

with 20 hot meals on 

Friday for vulnerable 

people we support. 

It's been amazing to 

see how well they 

were received! Thank 

you from the bottom 

of our hearts.  



St John’s Ark of Palmers Green
The Ark has now be running since March 2020. It was mainly initiated due to the first Covid-19 
lockdown. We have noticed as the year has gone on and people have become tired, afraid, anxious 
and vulnerable, a lot more people have come onboard to volunteer or seek assistance. St Johns 
would not be able to sustain this initiative if it was not for the help of the people community who 
have become the resource for food, clothes, etc. I will never be able to thank you enough.

What takes place on The Ark

The Boutique - is open every Friday between 12noon and 2pm. It supplies items for a people of all 
ages to wear. It also supply nappies, baby milk, items for pregnant women, etc. Plus, a suit or outfit to 
assist people for interviews.

Heart Rock Café - runs a take away system form the parish centre door every Friday between 12noon 
and 2pm. It offers a full packed lunch, soup, roll and a meal when available. Food Hygiene and 
certificates are maintained at all times. The amount of people who come for food has increased. We 
feed approx. 54 every week.

St John’s Food Pantry - A bag of food is given to every person who comes to the Heart Rock Cafe on a 
Friday. If more is needed for a family, it is offered. A bag of toiletry specific to an individual’s needs 
are also offered.

Food Parcels and Deliveries – home delivery food bags are prepared on a Thursday. The deliveries 
take place by helpers who meet us outside the parish centre on a Friday at 10.30am and or at 2.30pm 
so as to prevent overcrowding.  At this present moment we deliver food to approx. 168 people.

Cake Deliveries – Cakes are delivered to nursing/residential homes, carers old and young, schools, 
doctors and dentist surgeries to promote well-being during the week.

Furniture Delivers – are undertaken by those who know the vulnerable families or refuge centres.

Youth Provision – has its own volunteers who are informed of any changes and updates. The youth 
provision is currently not taking place due to Covid-19.

Stay and Play – Usually meets in the parish centre on a Thursday morning. As above.

Mentoring – has its own volunteers who are informed of any changes and updates. The mentoring is 
currently not taking place due to Covid-19.

Rev Julie has written the following letter to update you on our
'Ark' project at St John's. It is n amazing project that has been
supporting people in our local community throughout the
lockdowns and beyond. We are incredibly grateful for all the
support that we have received.
Please know that you can contact us if you need any help as

well as contact us if you would like to contribute either by the
giving of your time or by giving food donations. Many thanks.



The Ark (continued)

Nurseries – Clothes and food are delivered every two weeks (unless earlier is requested) after the 
Friday session at 2.30pm to our two local nurseries Leading Strings and St John’s Nursery.

Mid-Week Food Emergencies – If food is needed by individuals or individuals self-isolating during 
the week this is arranged by Rev Julie and other volunteers who collect and deliver.

Community Donations – We are so fortunate to live in a community with people who have a heart 
for it! We thankfully have key streets, people and organisations that support The Ark. Without their 
kindness we would not be able to support so many. They are being encouraged to deliver donations 
between 9.30am and 11am Saturday to Wednesday.

Pastoral care and mentoring – is be done by me and lay-chaplains who have been trained and who 
are DBS checked. Often people are sign-posted to specific agencies to offer further assistance.

Covid-19 regulations and Safety – All volunteers must follow the governments Covid-19 guidelines 
e.g.  risk assessment, sign in, wear a mask, wash their hands regularly and keep the 2-metre 
distance. If anyone else comes into the building the same applies. As the Covid- coordinator, I keep 
guidance updated as the regulations are changed by the Government and Church.

Beginning and End – As per usual I check in with all volunteers before and a checkout after each 
session on a Friday. When needed a meeting is held if issues arise. A prayer is said before we begin 
and before we leave so as to ensure the Trinity remain at the centre of all we do.

Team – I have learnt throughout the years that no one person has all the gifts. This is evident if you 
work as a team which we do. The team of many men and women come from different walks of life 
and yet it has been created through humility, a love of people and a willingness to serve is evident 
on The Ark. I hope and pray that we will grow together as long standing friends who value the 
people in the community and beyond.

Money – If money donations are given it goes into St John’s PCC account and ringfenced specifically 
for this outreach project.
Receipts – For anything that has been purchased receipts are given to Rev Julie.
GDPR – Any personal details are kept in accordance of GDPR or Covid-sign in regulations.

Conclusion – Unfortunately, you will always find the occasional person who will grumble and moan 
about what you are doing or what you are not doing but we have risen above that. The Ark is a 
marvellous witness of community and faith and a wonderful work that we do together. We minister 
to all those in need who come to be clothed, fed, loved and cared for. As one of God’s priests, I 
believe we do for them, what Jesus did for us.

If you can help with food donations we would be very grateful. Can you please drop items of at St 
Johns Parish Centre or ring me on 020 8886 9557 and we will collect.

With love in Christ,
Rev Julie Coleman



Rev Julie’s Article in the Edmonton Newsletter



Kid’s Page

There are 12 more church mice running around this magazine. 
One for each day of Christmas. Can you find them all? 



Enfield Art Circle Online Art Exhibition 2020

Enfield Art Circle invites you to our first online exhibition, which will showcase the
artistic talents from over 30 of our members made up of local painters and ceramicists.
Works range from creative abstract works, stunning landscapes and figurative styles,
all well worth exploring.

Enfield Art Circle was started back in 1932 by some local artists and continued, without
a break, even throughout the war years. Ever since its foundation, it has held
exhibitions annually.

For the last 10 years, we have organised a summer exhibition held at Capel Manor.
Their generosity in providing us with facilities has been invaluable, however, due to the
coronavirus, like many others, we cannot offer an open exhibition this year, so,
undaunted, we are putting our skills to the test with an online show.

We are always keen to welcome new members both experienced and inexperienced,
professional and amateur with an interest in exploring the creative arts. So do consider
joining us as a way of expanding your interests. During normal times, we offer a range
of activities such as talks, demonstrations, practical sessions, occasional workshops,
outings to places of artistic interest and we also support some local art classes.

Details of how to join us,
our history and what we do
are on our website www.enfieldartcircle.org

Visit the Enfield Art Circle’s online art
exhibition
at www.enfieldartcircle.org/art2020

The exhibition will be open from October 18th -
24th December 2020.
You can browse our paintings and ceramics at your
leisure and many works will be available to
purchase.

A charitable donation taken from a percentage of
sales proceeds will go to Enfield Young Carers, so
each sale will make a difference to them.

We hope you will enable us to support others by
purchasing from this exhibition.

Debbie Peaty and 3 other artists associated with St John’s will be exhibiting their work in this 
online exhibition of the Enfield Art Circle and Debbie thought you might be interested in looking at 
this amazing exhibition from the comfort of your homes. Enjoy!

http://www.enfieldartcircle.org/
http://www.enfieldartcircle.org/art2020


If You Look For Me At 
Christmas...

... you won’t need a special star –
I’m no longer just in Bethlehem,
I’m right there where you are.

You may not be aware of me amid the celebrations -
You’ll have to look beyond the stores

and all the decorations.
But if you take a moment

from the list of things to do
and listen to your heart,

you’ll find I’m waiting there for you.
You’re the one I want to be with,

you’re the reason that I came,
and you’ll find me in the stillness

as I’m whispering your name.
Love, Jesus



Information and Directory

Regular Services

Sunday 
10.00am Service with Holy Communion

Weekly Holy Communions
Tuesdays            9.30am
Wednesdays    9.30am
Thursdays          10.30am
Fridays                9.30am

Morning and Evening Prayer will take place 
at 9.30am and 5.30pm but will be clergy 
only due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Directory and Contacts

The Vicar
Rev Julie Coleman
020 8886 9557
07702 749987 (emergencies only)
Rev.jcoleman@Hotmail.com

Parish Office
020 8886 0847
SJPGoffice@gmail.com

Licenced Lay Minister
Julia Holder

Lay Chaplains
Celia Brown
Shan Clark

mailto:Rev.jcoleman@Hotmail.com
mailto:SJPGoffice@gmail.com

