
Vicar’s Thought
Lockdown Edition 3 

Dear Friends, 

May is a delightful month when the dawn chorus of bird song reaches its full 
crescendo and there are signs of new life everywhere.  There are new lambs in 
the fields, ducklings in the streams and the first sightings of the swallows’ 
arrival.  It’s a time to plant out the seedlings and everywhere people are 
vigorously attending to their vegetable plots and gardens.  It is a time of hope 
and anticipation for the new season, that this year it will be the best ever! 

The Bible is full of stories about people who had hope when faced with the 
challenge of the changes in their daily lives. Challenges that could bring them 
either growth and success or failure by the choices they made. There are 
moments in these stories with which we can all identify with and which cause us 
to reflect and think further especially during this global crisis.  

On the 21st May, the Christian Church celebrates Ascension Day, a day when 
they remember Jesus’ ascension into heaven.  It is one of the earliest festivals 
dating back to the first early church, which marks the conclusion of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry and the beginning of his new heavenly phase.   

In his resurrection ministry we receive a fresh hope for a new season in our daily 
lives knowing that Jesus ever intercedes on our behalf more so at times like now.  

With love in Christ, 

Rev Julie Coleman 



St.John’s News & Updates

AUCTION OF PROMISES 
Our Parish is awash with talent and kindness. Therefore we 
would like to invite the parish to come together for an online and 
brochured Auction of Promises for the whole community on 28th 
November 2020.  
Could you promise or donate something for our auction? For 
example a cake, do someone's shopping, walk the dog, make a 
shopping bag from some materials, wash a car, cut a hedge, do 
weeding, make a picnic, donate a toy, donate a new gift, donate 
a voucher, paint a portrait, teach a lesson, make a Christmas 
Pudding, make some Christmas decorations, wash the windows 
etc.  These are only ideas. If you would like some further 
information contact us on SJPGevents@gmail.com or at the 
parish office on 020 8886 0847. 

TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE…. 
Some of you may know that John 
Peace has great enthusiasm for 
the history and archives of St 
Johns. With his help we were able 
to complete a board depicting 
some of the journey of St John’s 
has experienced throughout the 
centuries. We would like to 
continue this project when we 
return to church therefore, if you 
have any pictures, newspaper 
clips etc would you keep them 
and bring them into church so that 
we can photo copy them. Your 
help will be appreciated by us 
both. Thank you. Rev Julie 

HELP NEEDED 
I was contacted by a lovely lady called Anita on our 
church Facebook page, whose mother Pat Davies and 
grandmother Phyllis Piercy worshipped at St John’s in the 
past. Phyllis made the beautiful Mothers’ Union flag/
banner/tapestry that we have.  
Anita would like to come and see the tapestry once we 
are open again and once it is safe again to come out but I 
wonder if any of you remember either her mother or 
grandmother and whether you remember anything about 
them that we could share with Anita? She wrote the 
following: Mother’s name was Diana ‘Pat’ Davis (nee 
Piercy) but I suspect it was my Nana who was most 
involved. Her name was Phyllis Piercy (nee Dines). She 
married Earnest, who was a policeman during WWII. 
So if any of you can share anything that I can pass on to 
her, I think she would very much value and appreciate 
that! Thank you,Jenny Godfrey mrsjmgodfrey@gmail.com  

UPDATE FROM ST JOHN’S PCC AND EVENTS COMMITTEE 
Due to the present Covid-19 situation, St John’s PCC have made the 
difficult decision to cancel this year’s Summer Fête and Christmas 
Market. However, we have booked in dates for next year. Next year’s 
Summer Fête will be on Saturday 3rd July 2021 and the Christmas 
Market will be on Saturday 20th November 2021.  



Updates (continued)

CHRISTIAN AID MONTH: Take Time during this month of Christian Aid and Prayer 

Take time to THINK - It is the source of power. 
Take time to PLAY - It is the secret of perpetual youth. 
Take time to READ - It is the fountain of wisdom. 
Take time to PRAY - It is the greatest power on earth. 
Take time to LOVE and BE LOVED - It is a God given privilege. 
Take time to be FRIENDLY - It is the road to happiness. 
Take time to LAUGH - It is the music of the soul. 
Take time to GIVE - It is too short a day to be selfish. 
Take time to WORK - It is the price of success. 
Take time to DO CHARITY - It is the key to heaven. 
Remember, you can donate to Christian Aid online this year https://www.christianaid.org.uk/  

CAKES, MARVELLOUS CAKES! 
We have been delivering cakes to local care homes every Friday for a 
couple of weeks now, in order to support staff that are working so 
tirelessly and often make huge personal sacrifices in order to keep the 
people they care for safe and protected from Covid-19. If you would like 
to join the rota of bakers to bake a cake occasionally for one of the many 
local care homes we support, please let Rev Julie know. We would also 
like to say a big THANK YOU to all those who have already baked and 
helped deliver cakes! Your contributions are greatly appreciated. 

WINTER NIGHT SHELTER 
All the churches involved in Churches Together 
and the local community would like to thank all 
all those who have helped run shifts and cook 
meals for this year’s night shelter. The shelter 
started in early January 2020 but with very few 
guests. As time went on, they ended up with the 
maximum number of twelve guests. As you are 
all aware due to COVID-19 and the 
government’s requirements to ensure people 
remain safe and well, guests were re-
accommodated in local hotels for the last 
session. We are thankful to them for making this 
happen.  
This highlights a fantastic community effort! 

ENVELOPES! 
If you are part of the weekly giving envelope scheme and you would like to 
receive your new set of envelopes to put away your weekly donation despite 
the church closure, please let us know and we can get your envelopes to 
you! Thank you. 



UPDATES ON HEARTS FOR OUR HOSPITALS 
As we reported in our previous newsletter, we are looking for volunteers who can knit or 
crochet some little 6.5cm hearts for our Hearts for our Hospital cause. They will touch so many 
families in their time of grief. We received a card from North Middlesex hospital.  

Updates (continued)

 Knitting pattern:
https://www.ravelry.com/
patterns/library/hearts-28  
Crochet pattern: 
https://
www.planetjune.com/blog/
free-crochet-patterns/love-
hearts/ 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
The Prayer Team will be praying every Wednesday night from 
8pm to 9pm for the current coronavirus crisis, for the world and 
for anyone who is in need of prayer. Therefore, if you know of 
anyone, or if you are someone that would like to be prayed for, 
please email us on SJPGprayer@gmail.com with your prayer 
request or text/phone Jenny Godfrey on 07814 321942.  
Please also feel free to light a candle every Wednesday night at 
8pm and join us in prayer as one body of Christ. The world is in 
desperate need of our prayers at this time. 

RECYCLING NEEDED! 
Rev Julie would like to restock crafting materials for  
our Sunday School. We would like you to collect the  

following if you can please: 
egg boxes  

small yoghurt pots 
small plastic bottles 

corks 
plastic tops e.g from milk bottles 

They can be packed in 
small freezer bags in 
pairs and delivered to 
The Beehive Pub, 24 
Little Bury Street, Bush 
Hill Park borders, N9 
9JZ. Collections will be 
made from there each 
Friday for as long as they 
are needed. If you are in 
a vulnerable group or 
isolating call/text Evie on 
07905100797.  



Pictures and Messages
MEMOIRS 
A thought on something to 
do during the lock 
down! Anyone interested in 
Family History will be well 
aware of how much one's 
family members know that 
you do not and how often 
one can regret not having 
talked to parents, and 
grandparents etc about 
their lives and gained 
information about their 
ancestors that is now no 
longer easily available.    
Over the last few years I 
have had this in mind and 
tried to write about my 
early life with a view to 
recording family details 
and memories that might 
benefit my successors 
should they be interested. 
Currently I am finding time 
to recall and set down my 
experiences on being 
called up for National 
Service. It is quite 
surprising how much detail 
floats to the surface of your 
mind in the course of such 
writing and is a process 
that I am enjoying. I just 
thought that others might 
like to do something similar 
now  that they might find 
the time to do it.     
Regards Roger Gardener 

Happy birthday to Rev Julie whose 
birthday is coming up this week! 
From all of us at St John’s, we are 
sending you much love and many 
happy returns on this special 
lockdown-doorstep-party birthday! 
May you feel the love of your St 
John’s family on this special day! 

We have also celebrated Cathy and 
Richard’s birthday, Deneice and 
Na’rae’s as well as Beryl’s birthday 
in April. Happy Belated Birthday! 

Helen Sasia has been 
painting more over the last 
two weeks. These two 
paintings are both from 
photos that Steve Clayton 
took on his exercise ride in 
Trent Park! 
Well done Helen! 



Pictures and Messages
Hi everyone, 
We are just sending love, thoughts and prayers to 
everyone during this lockdown period, whether 
you're enjoying the quiet time/family time; or have 
sadly lost a loved one and also to those who are 
struggling through this time. We hope everyone is 
well and we all look forward to seeing you back in 
church when this is all over! We really really miss 
everyone in church! We also want to Thank Rev. 
Julie and the PCC for keeping us (in particular) 
feeling positive and loved during this time, and for 
our special gift!! We love it and we really love you 
all!! Thank you for the sermons every Sunday too. 
They're great!! During the quarantine we have 
celebrated 2 birthdays (myself and Na'rae) and 
have been doing some baking. Our 1st baking 
session, we made cheese puffs. A lot of mistakes 
and mess were made, but they came out edible 
considering. 😂.  .  
Kenzo enjoyed climbing on and off chairs and 
tables most of the time, but he did eventually 
participate with the baking! We look forward to 
baking something for you all. The pictures were 
from baking the cheese puffs. Please continue to 
take care and we are all praying for you all.  
Lots and lots of love, 
Deneice, Andre, Ria-René, Na'rae and Kenzo xx 

Congratulations on another excellent newsletter production! I appreciate the amount of time 
and effort you put into it. Rev Julie’s article about letterboxes reminded me of when we lived in 
a parish in rural Essex. Some of the ancient houses had no door furniture at all, having been 
built hundreds of years before Postal services started. There was perhaps a box screwed on to 
the wall, or a bucket in the porch, or you just pushed the door and shouted “Post”! The names 
of some houses were interesting too, sometimes no numbers, or even roads, a nightmare for 
postmen. As well as all the cottagey names,— Rose, Lavender, Magnolia etc.,— there were 
some more unusual offerings.  
One was “Live and Let Live” and its neighbour was 
“Next Door to Live and Let Live”! I wonder if they’re  
still called that, now that the area is covered by  
thousands of Stansted airport-related houses?  
The 12th-century church key was about 10 inches 
 long and very heavy, too big to go a pocket!   
I hope these quirky examples of bygone ages will  
not be forgotten in this digital age, reminding us that  
we will survive, as people have survived plagues and  
other horrors over the centuries. Love to all, Margaret Walker. 



Pictures and Messages 

Nick Easton has sent this in for 
people who have no access to online 
worship. You can dial 0800 804 8044 
and be greeted by the archbishop of 
Canterbury and can then choose 
between hymns, prayers and 
reflections to listen to.  
Thank you Nick! 

Poet’s Corner 

What the word Lockdown has come to mean: 
Learning new tech skills 
Opening my bible often 
Clapping for carers  
Knitting hearts for hospitals 
Daily worship with Julie 
Ordering food online 
WhatsApp friendships 
Newsletters                                by Helen Sasia 

Ava Brasnett (aged6) has written this  
lovely prayer for us. 

Allotment life on  
plot 53 for the  
Godfrey family. 



Poet’s Corner 

A message from our poet and parishioner Steve Roberts: 
Hope all is well with you all. Am fine and Angela got back from Ghana early Saturday 
morning. I have two for you this week. The first one, No Crown Without the Cross,  relates to 
the Easter message. 
The second one, Matriarch, I wrote I think in 2016, after we had a social with friends and 
family of Mrs Rebecca Mason. She and her husband were very active members of the St 
John’s family. She moved closer to her children after her husband died, but a few of us kept 
in regular touch, she missed Palmers Green. She sadly died (not Covid related) on 28th April 
2020, just 2 weeks from her 86th  birthday. Rev. Julie will be taking her funeral this Friday.  

In Loving Memory
Rebecca Mason and Hilda Cunnington who were 
much loved and valued members of St John’s.  



Lockdown Stories… 

Katrina Campbell has been photographing people on their doorsteps 
over the last 5 weeks and recording their stories of how they’re 
adapting to lockdown. The stories provide an insight into the changes 
that everyone has to face, big and small. The images and stories are 
full of hope and positivity, alongside the reality. The stories seem to be 
striking a chord with others - people enjoy hearing of others’ versions 
of a shared experience, and have been moved by the personal 
accounts. People with different experiences are now starting to contact 
her asking to be involved. She is now photographing a new household 
each day on her daily cycle ride. She would love more people to enjoy 
these stories. You can get in touch with her on: 
katrinacampbell1@me.com 

Eme, keyworker, working from home: 
“Yes, everything has changed for us. In the mornings,  
I no longer procrastinate for 30 minutes before happily 
swanning off to work, leaving my husband to take our 3 
kids to school. I now wake and work, indulging in a 
different type of sidestep; I juggle work and periodically 
give the kids some attention. I no longer feel I have to 
dress sensibly or change out of my pyjamas first thing. 
It’s all to play for. We have hunted down and are now 
using every device we ever owned or ‘borrowed’. “ 

”We both work in the public sector and are working from home.  
In my career, this is the busiest I have ever been. The proximity of 
working life and homeschooling has not given me a work life nirvana. 
Whilst you can’t plan for a ‘garlic bread’ bust up, it’s a worthy excuse 
for being late for a meeting. Initially, the kids were worried about 
people they know getting ill and not seeing their friends. They seem 
more reassured now, I think they’re okay. They are spending more 
time on devices than they ever did. They are learning new skills 
because the slower pace means that the important jobs always saved 
for weekends, can be prioritised - from bike riding and baking to 
cleaning. Overall, I feel lucky, this is welcome confirmation that I am 
with the right person, which is not to be taken for granted. James is 
pleased to avoid his tedious morning commute but otherwise- “it’s a bit 
of a net zero really”.  On spending time as a family, the reality is that whilst we are both 

working, the three kids are wrapped in duvets being taught by the 
TV, our daily interactions are my periodic requests for coffee, and 
asking politely for the door to be shut on his way out of the room, 
after providing coffee or food.I miss seeing my family and friends, 
getting to go to work and play grown up. However we are both 
feeling very fortunate and lucky, despite the ‘mild dissatisfaction’ 
with our set up, and recognise the importance of saying ‘thank 
you’ and doing what we can, by staying at home.” 

Please follow her on Instagram or Facebook   
https://m.facebook.com/katrinacampbellphotographs 
 https://www.instagram.com/storiesbestshared/ 



An idea for your local walk… 

New River Walk 
We are very fortunate to live along the New 
River Path. We have re-discovered the walk 
along the river from Palmers Green, through 
Winchmore Hill and Bush Hill Park all the way to 
Enfield Town Park. It’s such a stunning path with 
lots of wildlife to discover. 
We can highly recommend it for a local walk 
outside, especially when the sun is shining.. It 
takes about an hour or longer if you take time to 
admire every little flower along the way as we 
are reminded to do by Samuel! 

by Jenny Godfrey 

Send us pictures of your favourite 
spaces or landmarks to be featured 

in the next issue! 

THE NEW RIVER PATH 

This (sub)urban walk follows part of the 
course of the New River, which isn’t new 
and isn’t exactly a river either. The man-
made waterway opened in 1613 to supply 
London with fresh drinking water from the 
river Lea as well as various springs and 
wells along its course. 
Over 400 years later, it still performs this 
function and is maintained by Thames 
Water. Members of the public can access 
the New River’s banks for much of its 
route, although it’s worth bearing in mind 
that it isn’t a public right of way — the 
kissing-gates through which it can be 
reached from various roads are locked at 
night. 

This means that the New River Path, 
which follows parallel roads where 
stretches of the river are inaccessible, 
doesn’t appear as a dotted line on 
Ordnance Survey maps — the best thing 
to do is download the 15-page booklet as 
a PDF from Thames Water’s website. 
On the plus side, signage is pretty good 
— look out for the green signs with the 
words ‘New River Path’ on them. 

The New River Path starts between Ware 
and Hertford and ends at the New River 
Head in Islington (a total of 28 miles), but 
for a lovely local walk follow it from 
palmers Green (for instance the 
Hazelwood Lane entrance) to Enfield 
Town Park. It’s beautiful. 



recommended by Prince Charles!!!  

Royal Recipe



Brainteasers Thank you to Beryl Hale for providing these.  
Can you work out the 7 Shakespeare plays?. 



Crossword



Word Search

Can you answer these 3  
questions that Deneice Brown 
sent in? 

1.  What has to be broken 
before it can be used? 

2.  What travels around the 
world but stays in the 
corner? 

3.  What word becomes shorter 
when you add two letters to 
it? 

Brainteasers



Church Times Crossword
Across 
1 A Catholic hotel shows 
an architectural feature (4) 
3 A rash distraught lady 
(5) 
6 It’s mostly easy and 
comfortable for Noah’s 
grandson (4) 
8 What’s organised all by 
a messenger in old-style 
church gathering (7,8) 
9 Address adviser 
monsignor includes (6) 
0 Cola, a cup poured out 
in Mexican port (8) 
11 Like football team 
conspiring with others? 
(2,6) 
13 Tool for traders (6) 
15 Skilled person no 
longer saucy (6) 
17 Like movement from 
biblical village back to top 
of hill (8) 
19 Dearly beloved 
relatives? (8) 

Across continued 
21 Disconnect a French source of power with heave (6) 
22 Getting rid of former lover, writing a letter? (15) 
23 Report of commercials getting the axe (4) 
24 Nearly everybody a short time in American fortress (5) 
25 Joy in church area when bishop leaves (4)  

Down 
1 Guise aunt disguised as saint (9) 
2 Check joystick? (7) 
3 Men getting together on the eve of the match? (4,5) 
4 Booze making you stagger and be sick, we hear! (4,3) 
5 Footwear on a prophet (5) 
6 One entering remarkably uncommon service (9) 
7 Penny takes knife round — it’s used for joining film (7) 
12 Pole chosen made a journey (9) 
13 In favour of sister, one in company, becoming papal ambassador (9) 
14 Place of worship reporting wickedness in a state of eagerness (9) 
16 Copied old king getting upset, cross man (7) 
17 Bishop on a ‘new South Africa’: ‘It’s a blessing’ (7) 
18 Hostility produced by bad legal document (3-4) 
20 Strange graduate in Cuban dance (5) 



Can you spot the 10 differences? More Puzzle Fun

Can you find the way out of this maze? 



During this time of pandemic, we would like to make the newsletter a 
community newsletter that comes out more frequently (hopefully 
every 2 weeks) as we don’t see each other. Our aim is that it will 
become a message of hope, something positive that shares the good 
things that are going on despite the sadness all around. 
We also aim to make it a message of hope and togetherness. There 
is some church business, which we will report about but not very 
much. So we would like to ask for contributions from you, the 
congregation.  
This is so that we can cheer each other on and be there when we 
can’t see each other in person.  

If you would like to contribute (and please please do as it only works 
when people do!), email us or text us.  

We would love contributions of the following: 
-  prayers 
-  photos of what you are up to (projects you are working on, self-
isolation silliness…)  
-  ideas for self-isolation  
-  Easter pictures - spreading joy and seeing each other when we are 
physically not able to be together 
- messages of encouragement for those working on the front line 
- any other messages you might have 
-  book/film recommendations 
- recipes to try at home   

We will then use a variety of items in each newsletter. 

All submissions for the next newsletter should be sent to 
SJPGnews@gmail.com or texted/whatsapp-ed to Jenny Godfrey on 
07814 321943 by 29th May. 
The Comms committee reserves full editorial control. ☺ 

Next Newsletter… 



HOSPITAL BEATITUDE 
Blessed is the compassionate nurse for he brings a touch of humanity. 
Blessed is the devoted physician for she tends with finely-honed skill. 

Blessed is the medical scientist for he offers hope and new possibilities. 
Blessed is the diligent cleaner for she keeps infection at bay. 

Blessed is the empathetic doctor for he will break bad news with gentleness.  
Blessed is the creative play specialist for she will make the patient smile. 
Blessed is the hard-working porter for he ensures resources are at hand. 

Blessed is the insightful psychologist for she will help us cope on the journey. 
Blessed is the nervous student nurse for he reminds us we still have much to 

learn. 
Blessed is the conscientious social worker for she notices the one who is 

struggling. 
Blessed is the misunderstood manager for he will ensure the ends meet. 

Blessed is the prayerful chaplain for she will help carry the pain. 
Blessed is the vulnerable patient for he or she is what it is all for. 

Dorothy Moore Brooks - a chaplain at GOSH 



Information and Directory

We are currently looking for people who would like to join the PCC as well 
as people willing to join the Prayer team. Please consider and discern if 

this is a gift you could give to St John’s.  
Thank you. 


