
Vicar’s Letter  
Easter 2020 

Dear Friends, 

Once upon a time there was young curate, who was facing his first Easter as an ordained 
person.  He went into the local infants’ school to teach the children all about Easter, and to tell 
them of the Christian faith that Jesus rose again from the dead . . . . 
He asked the children what Jesus’ first recorded words were on rising again.  This was a trick 
question, for there are no such recorded words in the Bible.  The children, however, all pondered 
this very seriously, and eventually one little girl was brave enough to put her hand up, and said with 
great flourish……..”Ta…..da….!” 

Well, out of the mouths of babes and all that!  And although it is a made-up story, it is one which we 
could believe to be quite feasible given the wonderful way that young children’s minds so often 
work. Indeed, we do not know what Jesus’ first words were in that awesome moment of 
resurrection mystery and wonder.  They are highly unlikely to have been “ta…..da…..!” but I expect 
that a mighty, joyous cry of some sort was shouted.  For such was the wonder of the moment – 
dead but now alive!  

Belief in Jesus’ resurrection is central to the Christian faith. For, if it is true, as we indeed believe, it 
is a moment that changes everything.  Death may still hurt us now – as we know it does especially 
with so many dying of the Coronavirus – but we believe that it does not have the ultimate and final 
say.  There is hope of life and love stronger even than death.   

Christian faith in Christ’s resurrection isn’t just for ‘then’, the time after death.  It’s also very much 
for ‘now’ – as the Christian Aid slogan puts it “We believe in life before death”.  Christ’s resurrection 
brings hope for our here and now, brings hope in our moments of darkness and when life feels 
impossible.  Every moment of despair transformed into hope, sorrow into joy, oppression into 
mercy, bitterness into forgiveness is a resurrection moment. 

As we continue to journey through Lent to Palm Sunday on April 5th, then through Holy Week, with 
our Holy Week  Bag, we’ll enter into the drama of Jesus’ last few days, most especially on Maundy 
Thursday when we will recall the ‘Last Supper’ and Jesus’ washing of his disciples’ feet.  Likewise 
on Good Friday we will remember and reflect on the suffering and death of Jesus on the 
cross.  Such days have moments of great solemnity in them, rightly so – for in order to truly 
experience joy in our Easter celebrations, we must venture into the depths of Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday. Do journey with us this year in a different way and yet in a very real way as we 
meet Jesus at the empty tomb. 

Meanwhile, with love in Christ,     Rev Julie Coleman 



Just Gone

Art Exhibition 
On 7th March, St John’s opened its doors to 
local artists. We had 12 artist coming to show 
their work, including some from St John’s! 
Well done Debbie, Helen and Steve! 

Baptisms 
We had the following baptisms at St John’s in 
February and March. Sunday 9th February 
2020 we baptised William and Max. 
On Thursday 13th February 2020 we baptised 
Elysia and on Sunday 15th March 2020 we 
welcomed Maximilian and Millicent. 

Updates and News

Coronavirus 
In the light of the Prime Minister’s 
announcement on 23 March 
announcing unprecedented peacetime 
measures to try to control the spread 
of the virus, Archbishops Justin Welby 
and John Sentamu wrote to all clergy 
to say that it was now necessary for all 
church buildings to be closed for 
public worship and private prayer.  
 Accordingly all services at St John’s 
(Sunday services, Thursday Eucharist 
and Morning and Evening prayer) and 
all groups (Bible Study, Friendship 
Group, Friday Club, Youth Provision 
etc.) have been cancelled for the time 
being.  
In their joint letter Archbishops Justin 
Welby and John Sentamu said that: 
“These are unprecedented times. We 
are all having to get used to being the 
Church differently. It is not easy. 
However, our belonging to Christ has 
never been measured by the number 
of people in church on a Sunday 
morning (though we long for the day 
when this way of knowing Christ can 
return) but by the service we offer to 
others”. 

St John’s sold 
homemade 
cakes and 
refreshments 
and raised just 
over £100.  



Updates and News (continued)
 Staying connected - Keeping in touch 
 With the sad postponement of church services and all the normal group activities it really is 
important that we come together as a parish to help each other through these difficult times. 
 Some of the congregation have already formed WhatsApp groups to keep in contact 
(especially important for those of us in "vulnerable" categories.) If you fancy forming a group 
yourselves it's really easy to do with modern technology.. all you need is a smart phone with 
access to WhatsApp, a list of friends mobile numbers, an idea of a name for your group and 
you're away!  Do remember only one person can set up the group and they alone can add 
names from their contacts (a mistake I made on day 1, so everything crashed!)  
Obviously there are some of us without access to a mobile phone  
or our phone is not an up to date model, groups can still be made  
although only one group message can be send from the person  
who starts it and so on. Even so these messages of hope and  
encouragement can go a long way. Then of course please remember 
those who only have a landline, a telephone chat would be just the job to relieve gloom!  
If you don't know their number, someone out there will, so don't delay get communicating! 
This pandemic could be the start of a resurgence of community with the help of our faith. 
Keep safe, keep well, keep smiling and above all keep in touch! 
Helen Sasia 

Keeping spiritually connected, refreshed and encouraged 
While we are not at church, there are still plenty of opportunities to listen and engage with 
worship. We have collated them for you here. 
Television programmes:  
Sundays:  Worship Service 10.45am/11am on BBC1 (times vary, check) 

  Songs of Praise at 1.15pm on BBC 1 
Radio programmes 
Daily: Prayer for the Day daily at 5.43am on Radio 4 
Monday to Friday: Daily Service at 9.45am on Radio 4 
Wednesdays: Lent Talks at 8.45pm on Radio 4 
Wednesdays: Choral Evensong at 3.30pm on BBC Radio 3 
Sundays: Sunday Worship at 8.10am on Radio 4 
Sundays: Choral Evensong at 3pm on BBC Radio 3 (repeat from Wed) 

Looking Ahead 
We are planning to have a big street party 
and get together when this crisis is over. 
We miss everyone so much but can’t wait 
to see you on the other side! Be safe! 



Updates and News (continued)
Coronavirus and Parish Finances  

We are living through unprecedented times. The current pandemic is having a huge impact in 
so many different ways. As well as those suffering physically our hearts go out to those 
coping with the closure of their business or loss of employment. 

And of course the coronavirus is having a huge financial impact at St John's, along with many 
other parish churches. We want, as a PCC, to make you aware of this and to ask for your 
help. 
With the enforced closure of our church and buildings we face an immediate loss of the 
congregation's plate and envelope giving and also a loss of income from our halls lettings. 
Together this represents over 60% of our income which has been lost "at a stroke”. 

Of course we are looking to reduce or cut expenditure where we can and we have 
approached the Diocese to see what support they can provide. But the fact remains that with 
unavoidable expenses such as insurance and salaries we are likely to run out of money 
within a couple of months. 

So we are humbly asking for your help, if you are able to do so.  
There are three things to consider 
1. if you currently give through the plate or envelope giving scheme please could you 
consider switching to standing order payments. Only do this if it can be arranged over the 
phone with your bank. We are not asking you to put yourself at risk by going out. (Our bank 
details are below). 
2. If it is not possible to arrange to give electronically please could you consider faithfully 
putting your offering to one side every Sunday, just as you normally would, so that when 
things do return to normal you can bring the accumulative amount to church. 
3. Finally if you already give through standing order or direct debit please prayerfully consider 
whether you can increase your offering during this period. 

We apologise for having to raise this issue with you at this time,  
but we would be failing in our duty if we pretended all is well.  
We are grateful for whatever help you can provide. 

The PCC of St John’s 

St John's Bank Account Details  

Acc Name: St John’s Church PCC 

Acc No. 
00016300 

Sort Code 
40-52-40 



Getting Through Difficult Times…
We know why it is necessary but that still doesn’t mean self-Isolation is not long, lonely and 
daunting. So here some of our top tips. 

Advice from the Diocese of London 

Pray. Light a candle, if safe, and pray for hope,  
faith and strength to keep loving and caring for  
each other during this time of struggle. 

Talk about how you feel.  
This may be difficult if you are self-
isolating, but do use the phone, 
internet, and social media. If you  
need to contact a counsellor this  
can be arranged by your GP, or via 
local agencies, or privately. 
Samaritans are there 24 hours a day, 
every day, and it’s free to call them  
on 116 123. 

Focus on the things that you can change,  
not on the things you can’t. 

Look after yourself - physically, 
emotionally, spiritually. Plan in things 
that you enjoy at regular intervals 
during the day – a TV programme/ 
phone call/ book/ a favourite dish/ 
game. 

Look after others.  
Even if only in small ways, but do what you can: a 
smile, a kind word, writing a letter or an email. 

Bible in One Year 
A psalm, OT and NT reading for every day 
with a reflection and prayer. If you follow 
this for a year you will have read the whole 
of the bible!  
Time to Pray 
A Church of England app that  
presents everything you need for Prayer 
During the Day, with variations according to 
the day of the week and the season of the 
Church’s year.   

Free Apps to bring worship home… 

Live from Rest 
This app is designed to help you find and 
maintain a place of peace. When we learn 
to “let go and let God” life actually becomes 
so much more joyful and fruitful. As you rest, 
as you simply abide in Him, may you know 
the beauty of His peace.  
Pray As You Go is based on Ignatian prayer. 
A new prayer session is produced every day of 
the week and one session for the weekend - a 
framework for your own prayer. Lasting 10-13 
thirteen minutes, it combines music, scripture 
and questions for reflection. 



BOOK RECOMMENDED by JENNY GODFREY 
Sometime around 56 AD, the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome. His 
letter was arguably his theological masterpiece, and has continued to shape 
Christian faith ever since. He entrusted this letter to Phoebe, the deacon of the 
church at Cenchreae; in writing to the church that almost surely met in her 
home, Paul refers to her both as a deacon and as a helper or patron of many. 
But who was this remarkable woman? 
In this, her first novel, Biblical scholar and popular author and speaker Paula 
Gooder tells Phoebe's story - who she was, the life she lived and her first-
century faith - and in doing so opens up Paul's theology, giving a sense of the 
cultural and historical pressures that shaped Paul's thinking, and the faith of 
the early church. Written in the gripping style of Gerd Theissen's The Shadow 
of the Galilean, and similarly rigorously researched, this is a novel for everyone 
and anyone who wants to engage more deeply and imaginatively with Paul's 
theology - from one of the UK's foremost New Testament scholars. 

Self – Isolation Bucket List
1. Exercise. Replace your gym visit with an at-home work-out, with squats and press-ups all 
achievable without equipment. Transform your lounge into a yoga space and stretch it out. 

2. Cook and bake. Now is the time to try out new recipes! We never have the time to let 
food simmer and cook for hours, but this is the time to try new things and get cooking/
baking. Please contribute to the St John’s cookbook and email us your favourite survival 
recipes! 

3. Learn how to knit. Pick up your needles and take the time to hone a new skill like 
knitting. It is considered incredibly therapeutic and practical. 

4. Learn a language. Challenge yourself to learn a new language in just a few weeks. With 
a ton of apps like Duolingo that give you lessons for free, you've truly run out of excuses not 
to. 

5. Play board games. If you're lucky enough to be in quarantine with company, embrace 
some old school entertainment and crack out the board games for some light competition. 
Monopoly should be chosen at your own risk! 

6. Let your creative juices flow. Embark on a creative arts and crafts challenge, from 
sketching and mindful colouring to pottery. 

7. Make a photo album or scrapbook. Remember the photos you took 5 years ago that 
you never bothered to get printed or put in an album? Ensure that memories like this are 
treasured by taking the time to compile a photo album or scrapbook. 

8. ‘Marie Kondo’ your drawers. In the words of everyone's favourite Japanese 
organisation expert Marie Kondo, if it doesn't 'spark joy' it's got to go. Sift between socks, 
underwear and whatever else is lurking in the depths of your drawers and reap the rewards 
of a tidy and organised chest of drawers. 

9. Read five books that you’ve intended to but just didn’t have time. There’s enough time 
now. Just don’t break your reading glasses, unless you have a backup pair! 



Games, Puzzles and Mindfulness

Soduko 
Fill the grid so that every row, 
every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9. 

Mindfulness Colouring in As we have a lot of time on our 
hands, we thought to include 
some games and puzzles to keep 
you busy. 

QUESTION: How many states of the USA can you name? There are 51. 



Church Times Crossword



Church Times Crossword
Across 
1 Fellow attending the 
Spanish place of 
worship (6) 
5 Cry during carol that’s 
overwhelming (8) 
9 Like hellish place 
inside, female being in 
for short time (8) 
10 Study these Anglican 
documents to get 
agreements (6) 
11 Spring festival in first 
half of leisure period? 
(4) 
12 Gal involved with 
drugs — one liable to 
stay in bed? (8) 
14 One realistic about 
books offering lessons 
(12) 
17 Supporters of wicked 
thing — in church 
maybe! (12) 

Across continued 
20 Area a man cultivated as member of ancient people (8) 
22 Some enjoyed a milky diary product (4) 
24 English lecturer has label inside coat (6) 
25 I’m canon out of order — sermon’s ending with spicy stuff (8) 
26 Scripture completely audible, conveyed with intelligence, listener ultimately engaged (4,4) 
27 David’s guard concealed Welshman (6) 

Down 
2 What’s survived in German city is good (8) 
3 Maybe cat around one is twitching, showing excessive devotion? (9) 
4 Holy period of minimal entertainment? (4) 
5 Ale is repeatedly drunk in European region (7) 
6 Initial signs of evangelism nearby — so one on a street is being very keen (10) 
7 Bit of an accident — hurried into doctor, being upset (5) 
8 Quality of unusual tea urn (6) 
13 Who can offer advice? A local politician reportedly (10) 
15 Ointment in sink padre fouled up (9) 
16 This state, in short, is OK (8) 
18 Design of material wrapped round old copper (7) 
19 Dictator managed firm — fine to start with (6) 
21 The old woman’s body bound to be found in Egypt? (5) 
23 Island’s fashionable little church (4) 



Children’s Pages







Information and Directory

We are currently looking for people who would like to join the PCC as well 
as people willing to join the Prayer team. Please consider and discern if 

this is a gift you could give to St John’s.  
Thank you. 


