
  
 
Vicar’s Letter  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Generous with time 
 
‘Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped 
them with her hair.’ (John 12:3). 
 
Memento mori were popular in the sixteenth century. These were various ways to 
‘remember death’, including still life paintings that would include symbols of a successful 
life artistically laid out, with a human skull as the centrepiece. They were created to remind 
people that time is fleeting and that we should not be distracted from the eternal by the 
temporary. 
 
It’s a kind of comfort to know that the difficulty we have in focussing on matters is hardly a 
new phenomenon, but it seems to get more challenging. There are so many things we 
could do, so many expectations of what we should do. It is so easy to say that we will stop 
and focus on God, or others, when we have ‘just’ done one more thing. But that thing can 
so easily lead to another and, before we know it, the fleeting time has passed. 
 
Mary’s first generosity is with her time. She gives up time that she could have spent on 
herself to care for Jesus. She puts his needs above hers, not just by providing something, 
but by giving up time to anoint his feet. She gives of herself, as well as giving what she has. 
 
Mary instinctively knows what matters more. It’s not that she is unaware of other possible 
demands, but she chooses to give her time to Jesus and to care for him. There is a sense 
that the anointing of Jesus’ feet was not rushed - to wipe his feet with her hair speaks of 
tenderness and care. She gave her time because she cared for him. 
 
When we are called to live a generous life, we are called to be generous with our time – 
both to ourselves and to others. Time is a rare and precious commodity, a true gift for 
someone. By giving other people our time, we are saying to them that they matter and that 
they have value. In a world where numerous demands compete for our time, it is one of 
the most generous gifts we can give. How do you plan on using your time during the 
season of Lent? 
 
In Christ  
 
Rev Julie 
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Just gone… 
 
Marla Brown sings Dennis Brown: 
It was a real pleasure for some of us to join 
Marla and her friends at the Jazz Café in 
Camden Town on Monday 3rd February as she 
and members of her family celebrated the 63rd  
Birthday of the late, great, Dennis Brown, the 
Crown Prince of Reggae. What a great 
evening! Such a talented family and wonderful 
to have Marla, Deneice and other members of 
the family as active members at St John’s. 
 

Celebrating with the 2nd 
Winchmore Hill Brownie Group:  
We celebrated 100 years of the 2nd 
Winchmore Hill Brownie group on Sunday 9th 
February. We had cake and cards and 
everyone received daffodils as a present. 
Wishing all our Brownies past and present a 
very happy 100th birthday. 
 

   
 
Ray’s 95th Birthday: 
 

It was wonderful to 
celebrate Ray’s 95th 
Birthday with family 
and friends on 
Sunday 23rd 
February. 
 

 
Updates and News 
 
 

Many thanks: to everyone who has helped 
with the much needed repairs to the green 
altar cloth. 
 
“Thank you” to Jonny for noticing it needed 
fixing, Jean for coordinating the helpers, Moira 

and Lorna for 
offering advice, 
Walter for granting 
peace when it was 
much needed and 
Pat for machine-
fixing the fringe in  

memory of her mother Rosalind Newman who 
was a regular worshiper at St 
John’s.  Eventually it will need professional 
repairs but for now it should be fitting for the 
long ordinary time.  Thank you! 
 

“Stay and Play” - every Thursday:  
“Stay and Play” is an opportunity for parents 
and carers to meet each other, chat and 
support each other. It operates from 9.30am to 
11:00am in the Parish Centre every Thursday 
during term time. Everyone will be able to 
enjoy a cuppa and some biscuits while the 
children are playing and there will be toast for 
the little ones. For more info email 
stayplaysj@gmail.com 
 

New Caretaker: A special welcome to 
Deneice Brown who joins us as our new 
Caretaker – we are all looking forward to 
working with you! 
 

Up and Coming… 
 

Thursday 5th March: Home Church 
Bible Study:  Our new Home Church Bible 
Study, starting on Thursday 5th March, will be 
studying the book of Revelation. We will learn 
that this book is from Jesus and is about Jesus. 
Angels play an important role in this book, as 
well as the Apostle John who is sent to assist 
Jesus in his task, but it is not the angel that 
preoccupies him!  
 

 
 

Saturday 7thMarch:  Art Exhibition 
at St John’s.  

                            

 
 

Come and find 
out more. 
Everyone 
welcome. 
1st and 3rd 
Thursdays from 
11.15am to 
12.30pm in the 
Parish Centre. 
	

Come and see 
the work of local 
artists. 10:00am 
to 12:00noon. 
Refreshments 
will be available.	



“Tenants of the King” Lent 
Studies: Churches Together in Palmers 
Green, Winchmore Hill and Grange Park are 
running a series of studies for Lent focussing 
on our care for God’s creation. The studies will 
be held each Tuesday in Lent at 7:30pm for 
8:00pm at St John’s. 
Ø 3rd March: My property? Why did God 

create the world? Rev’d Alex Mabbs, 
Operation Noah 

Ø 10th March: Creation groans: if God created 
the world, what went wrong? Rev’d Kevin 
Snyman, joint Public Issues Team, the 
Baptist Union, Church of Scotland, 
Methodist Church and United Reformed 
Church 

Ø 17th March: Do not fear! Is care for God’s 
creation a lost cause? Ruth Musgrave, Vine 
Church, Ilford 

Ø 24th March: Speak up. Do Christians have 
any real influence on those in power? Andy 
Campbell, Christian Aid 

Ø 31st March: What next? Next steps for us in 
our local churches. 

 
Tuesday 10th March: The 
Friendship Group:	Formerly “Friends 
2020”, formerly “CAMEO”, our name has 
changed yet again but this time it's permanent! 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 10th 
March, 10.30am to 12.20pm in the Parish 
Centre. Please note the change of time. John 
Peace will be sharing his favourite music from 
his collection of 78s. All are welcome! 
 
13th March: Opening of Youth 
Centre – “Out of the Box” (OTB) 
You will remember that we have been working 
with Enfield Council, local businesses, the 
police and local people to create a community 
provision for young people. The aim is to 
empower young people to learn important life 
skills, to be involved in activities that will help 
boost their confidence and self-esteem and to 
create a sense of belonging. 
One of the key elements is an after school 
youth centre and this will be opening on Friday 
13th March from 3:30pm to 6:00pm in the large 
Church Hall. Young people will be able to 
come straight from school. For the first year of 
operation Enfield Council will be providing two 
youth leaders to run the sessions, while 
simultaneously providing on-the-job training for 
volunteers. 

One way to support the initiative is to purchase 
some essential items listed on our Amazon 
wish list – see our website or speak to Rev 
Julie or Jenny Godfrey for further details. 
 

25th March: new Celtic Prayer 
service: There will be a new Celtic prayer 
service beginning in March. It will take place on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month with the 
first one on 25th March at 7:00pm. It’s a time to 
have some spiritual space to reflect and pray 
together. There will be prayers from the Iona 
community and Celtic worship music.  
 

"Lily for a Loved one" With spring 
finally in the air, thoughts turn to Eastertide and 
an invitation to the congregation to purchase a 
"Lily for a Loved one" which will be used to 
decorate the church for Easter. As in past 
years Helen Sasia will be taking the names of 
those you wish to be remembered during the 
final weeks of Lent. These will then be added 
to a list, laminated and displayed in the Easter 
Garden. The lilies cost £3 each and will be 
used not only in the Easter Garden but 
elsewhere in church for this glorious season. 
Please see Helen or any other member of the 
flower team after the 10:00am Sunday service 
to add the name, or names, to the list. The 
decoration of the church will take place on 
Saturday morning April 11th from 10.00am and 
all are welcome to lend a hand - even better if 
you can bring some greenery with you!  
 

Easter at St John’s 
 
Sunday 5th April at 10.30am: Palm Sunday 
Confirmation Service with Rob Wickham, the 
Bishop of Edmonton. 
 
Thursday 9th April: Agape Meal at 7:00pm 
on Maundy Thursday – a service with 
Communion. Join us for this different kind of 
service, remembering the Last Supper in a 
service that contains a traditional agape meal. 
 
Friday 10th April: Walk of witness followed 
by Good Friday service at 2:00pm 
 
Saturday 11th April: “Talkies” presents Mel 
Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ”. 
7:30pm. St John’s Church Hall. (Tickets from 
www.talkies.org.uk) 
 
Sunday 12th April: Easter Sunday 
 
	
 



	

Information and Directory 
	

	

Regular services: 
	

Sundays 
	
8.30am: Parish Holy Communion (quieter, more 
reflective service in the Lady Chapel) 
10.00am: Parish Holy Communion  
• 3rd Sunday of the month, prayer is available during 

Communion from a member of the prayer team in the Lady 
Chapel 

• 5th Sunday of the month is a Healing Service with 
Communion 

(This service is followed by a children’s choir 
practice at 11:45am) 
6:30pm: Evensong (2nd Sunday of the month)  
	

Other Service Times 
		
Thursdays 10:30am: Holy Communion  
 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  
9.30am Morning Prayer 
5.30pm Evening Prayer 

Dates for your Diary  
Ø Tuesdays 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st March. 

“Tenants of the King”. Churches Together Lent 
Studies at St John’s. 7:30 for 8:00pm. 

Ø Thursdays (in term time): “Stay and Play” from 
9:30am to 11:00am in the Parish Centre. 

Ø Thursday 5th and 19th March: Home Church Bible 
Study 11.15am to 12.30pm, Parish Centre. 

Ø Saturday 7th March: Art Exhibition, 10:00am to 
12:00noon. 

Ø Tuesday 10th March: The Friendship Group in 
the Parish Centre from 10:30am to 12:20pm. 

Ø Friday 13th March: Opening of youth centre “Out 
of the Box” at 3:30pm 

Ø Wednesday 25th March: new Celtic Prayer 
service at 7:00pm 

Ø Saturday 4th April: Church Cleaning from 9:00am 
to 12:00noon in the Church.  

Ø Sunday 5th April. Palm Sunday Confirmation 
service with Bishop Rob at 10:30am. 

Ø Thursday 9th April: Maundy Thursday Agape 
meal and Communion service. 7:00pm. 

Ø Sunday 17th May 2020: Bring and Share lunch 
and Vision Day – engaging the whole 
congregation in the process of developing a new 
Mission Action Plan for St John’s. 12:00noon to 
3:00pm in the Parish Centre. 

 
Items for April Newsletter?  Please email any 
corrections, suggestions or proposed content for the 
next edition to: sjpgnews@gmail.com by 27th March.  

 

	

Directory and Contacts: 
	
The Vicar: Rev Julie Coleman 
Tel: 020 8886 9557 
E: rev.jcoleman@hotmail.com  
 
Licensed Lay Minister: Julia Holder 
 
Churchwardens: Richard Godfrey & Kathy Forsyth 
Deputy Churchwarden: JP Godfrey 
E: churchwarden@stjohnspg.org 
E: kathyforsyth1962@gmail.com 
E: jp.godfrey@gmail.com 
 
Director of Music: Robert Hainault 
E: Nebularhatriot@gmail.com 
 
Parish & Facilities Administrator: 
Theodora Diamandi 
Tel: 0208 886 0847 
E: stjohnspg@gmail.com  
	
Caretaker: Deneice Brown 
Tel: 07443 519001 
	
The Parish Office is open between 9:15am and 
3:00pm every weekday except Thursdays. 
Parish Office, Bourne Hill, London N13 4DA 
	
PCC Members: Rev Julie Coleman (Vicar); Richard 
Godfrey and Kathy Forsyth (Church Wardens); JP 
Godfrey (Deputy Church Warden); Rick Arkwright;  
Eme Brasnett; Audrey Clovey; Nick Easton; Moira 
Foster; Roger Gardner; Julia Holder and Nick Jones. 
	
Staying in Touch: Sign up to receive our 
occasional Mailchimp email alerts. Ask to be added 
to the circulation by emailing 
SJPGsocialmedia@gmail.com 
 
Please check our website for full details of 
services and activities www.stjohnspg.org 
 
Find and follow us on Social Media: 
 

 Facebook:  
St-John-the-Evangelist-Palmers-Green 
 

 Twitter: @stjohnspalmersg 
	

Instagram:	@stjohnspalmersgreen	


