
  
 

Vicar’s Letter  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Well, another month has flown by! Christmas shopping will be beginning soon! 
 
I expect the month of November is marked in most of our minds as the month of Remembrance. 
At eleven o’clock on the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918, the guns that had battered so 
much of Europe fell silent. There was peace at last. War had ceased. Of course, many of us know 
that this “War to End All Wars” did not spell the end of war. Our townscape here in Palmers Green 
with its intermittent patches of post-war town planning bears testimony to another terrible war 
which would rage from 1939. 
 
Our towns bear many memorials to those who gave their lives in the field of armed conflict. It is a 
sobering fact to consider that each one of those thousands of names listed was somebody’s son 
or daughter, somebody’s father or mother. This brings it all home to us when we hear those stories, 
told and retold by those who recall those times and indeed by those young families today who wait 
at home while loved ones serve our country abroad. 
 
War is a terrible thing. Those who serve in the armed services, I’m sure, will agree with this when 
they recall the sacrifices made by their colleagues or call to mind some of the things they have had 
to witness. There is nothing glamorous about war, but it is a fact. It is a part of the world we inhabit. 
The pageantry with which we receive our troops is our nation’s way of acknowledging the risks 
and sacrifices made by those who offer their services in places of war. So we will join together on 
Remembrance Day to remember those who have lost their lives in armed conflict, both military 
and civilian, and acknowledge and pray for the safety of those who serve today. We invite you to 
join us on Remembrance Sunday at 10am in St John’s Church. 
 
As many of us will, no doubt, be rushing around in a couple of weeks time getting things for 
Christmas, perhaps we can be thankful for those we have around us and spare a thought for those 
who may be facing this time of year without a loved one, possibly for the first time. (Remember, 
November is also the month of All Souls). 
 
This might seem like a rather sombre letter coming from me this month, but the key theme is 
Thankfulness. So let us continue our journey together as the months fly by with lives that say 
“Thank you”.  
 
 

With love in Christ, 
 

Rev Julie 
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Just gone… 
 

Harvest blessings: Harvest is one of those 

times when we can celebrate the benefits of 
“community”. It is rare for a harvest to be the 
work of one individual or even one family. In 
most societies, gathering the harvest is a 
communal activity in which people work 
together in mutual support, sharing the tasks 
and enjoying the benefits - and that has been 
my experience across Palmers Green this year. 
Thank you to all those who made the Bring and 
Share Lunch possible and for the produce you 
gave to share in the community and beyond. I 
pray we continue to work as a community that I 
personally feel hugely privileged to be part of.  
Many blessings, Rev Julie. 
 

   
 

Macmillan event at Beryl’s on Friday 
18th October: Well done to Beryl and her 

team of helpers, who put on a Macmillan 
cancer charity fundraiser.  
 

 
 

Alternative Halloween Concert and 
Party: Sunday 27th October   
                        

Much fun was 
had by all those 
who joined us for 
our “Alternative” 
Halloween 
Concert and 
Party on Sunday 
27th October 
including candy 

games, snacks and so much more!  
 

New Parish Magazine: “Thank you” to all 

those who helped deliver our new Parish 
Magazine. The magazine is aimed at everyone 
who lives in our parish, to keep them informed 
about who we are, what we are doing and 

events we have coming up at St John’s. We 
will publish this kind of newsletter three times a 
year. We still have some magazines and would 
be grateful to anyone who could deliver them 
locally. If you can help please find the 
newsletters at the back of church and let us 
know which road you can deliver them to.  
 

Celebrations: On 3rd October we celebrated 

the wedding of Esther and Nosa; on 24th 
October we celebrated the life of Rose Alice 
Lilniham, aged 99 and a quarter and on 27th 
October we welcomed Sade and Jhene into 
our church family through Baptism. 
 
     
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Up and Coming… 
     
Prayer Space for November: God wants 

us to build up and strengthen our relationship 
with Him and to do this He wants us to be in 
conversation with Him through prayer. A 
conversation should be a two-way thing and so 
as well as bringing our needs, and the needs 
of others to Him, it is important that we listen 
and watch out for His response, which may not 
always be the response that we are expecting. 
 

During November there 
will be a Jenga tower in 
the Prayer Space. Each 
piece of Jenga will have 
a different subject written 
on it. We invite you to 
pray for that particular 
subject and then to 
replace the piece of 
Jenga back in the tower 

so that it is ready for the next person to pray. 
 
 
 
 
 

Lots of lovely 
cakes and 
Beryl’s own 
little gin 
parlour 
helped to 
raise £950. 

Do good 
 

do all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can, 

in all the places you can, 
at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 
as long as ever you can. 

 
By John Wesley 

 



All Souls Day Service: Sunday 3rd 
November at 6.30pm: Remember 
your loved ones. On All Souls Day we 

remember before God the bond we continue to 
have with our departed loved ones. Not a day 
has gone by since my father died at the age of 
57 that I have not prayed for him. No matter 
what the form, praying for him reminds me that 
the love and bond my father and I shared when 
he was alive was not broken by his death.  
 

All Souls Day offers us the opportunity to pray 
and remember our loved ones and therefore I 
invite you to join us at 6.30pm on Sunday 3rd 
November for a reflective service when we will 
remember and give thanks for departed loved 

ones. There will be some 
familiar hymns, a period of 
reflection and the reading of 
their names. There will be an 
opportunity to light and leave 
a votive candle on the main 
altar in memory of those we 
miss and love.  

With love in Christ, Rev Julie. 
 

Poppies for Remembrance: Thank you 

to everyone who has contributed poppies for 
our display for Remembrance Sunday.  
We have lots of red poppies but can you find 
the purple and white poppies? The purple 
poppy is a symbol of remembrance for animals 
that served during wartime. The white poppy is 
a symbol of pacifism, worn either in place of, or 
in addition to the red remembrance poppy. It 
also signifies a commitment to peace.                                      
It has been good to work with Stitch in Palmers 
Green. A group of us spent an evening in 
Stitch knitting or sewing poppies. Members of 
the community have also 
been making poppies and 
dropping them off at Stitch 
for us to display. A special 
mention also goes to Lorna 
who knitted a bag load of 
poppies while in hospital. 
 

Choral Evensong: 10th November: 
Choral Evensong is resuming on the second 
Sunday of the month at 6.30pm, beginning on 
10th November with a special Remembrance 
Evensong. 
 

CAMEO: 12th November: Our October 

meeting was great fun when we were 
entertained by Willy Nolan's reminiscences of 
his experiences as a member of the cabin crew  

of an international airline. Our next CAMEO 
meeting is on Tuesday 12th November, 12:00 
to 2:00pm in the Parish Centre. Come And 
Meet Each Other, everyone is welcome.  
 

Home Church Bible study: 
Wednesday 13th and 27th November 

We are continuing our study of Matthew’s 
Gospel. Do come and join us in the Parish 
Centre from 7:00pm to 8:15pm. Refreshments 
will be provided and everybody is welcome! 
 

Christmas Market: Saturday 16th 
November. Help required!! There are 

lots of opportunities to get involved and help 
out in the preparations and also on the day. 
We need people to run stalls – please sign up 
via the sign-up sheets at the back of church – 
and we are still looking for a photographer for 
our Star Attraction - the amazing Teddybear 
zip line to Santa! In the meantime please join 
us at our sweatshop day on Saturday 9th 
November (from 9:30am to 12:00noon). 
CAMEO are running the home produce stall 
this year and would welcome donations – jams, 
etc can be left at the back of church whilst 
cakes and baked goods should be brought on 
the day. If you can help, please speak to Rev 
Julie or Cathy Godfrey our Events Co-ordinator. 
 

Safer Local Community meeting: 
Making provisions for our youth. 
Wednesday 20th November: 7:30pm at 

St John’s Church. We have been busy working 
on a proposal for the youth provision. We have 
narrowed it down to three areas where we 
hope to provide support - a youth club, 
mentoring and a support group for families. If 
you would like to find out more about how to 
get involved and support this project, please 
come to our open meeting on 20th November. 
 

Winter Night Shelter: Palmers Green 

URC will be hosting the Winter Night Shelter 
this year. The shelter will be running on 
Wednesday nights from w/c 6thJanuary to w/c 
30th March ’20. Volunteers are needed to help 
out with the following shifts: Evening shift 
(6.30pm – 10.00pm); Night shift (9.30pm – 
7.00am) or Morning shift (6.30am – 8.30am).  
People are also needed to cook meals for the 
guests. If you are interested, please contact 
Estelle Müller to get a Volunteer Registration 
Form. Mobile: 07982 235120. Email: 
estelle.muller2@gmail.com 
 

mailto:estelle.muller2@gmail.com


 

Information and Directory 
 

 

Regular services: 
 

Sundays 
 

8.30am: Parish Holy Communion (quieter, more reflective 

service in the Lady Chapel) 
10.00am: Parish Holy Communion  
 3

rd
 Sunday of the month, prayer is available during Communion 

from a member of the prayer team in the Lady Chapel 

 5
th

 Sunday of the month is a Healing Service with Communion 

(This service is followed by a children’s choir 
practice at 11:45am) 
6:30pm: Evensong (2nd Sunday of the month)  
 

Other Service Times 
  
Thursdays 10:30am: Holy Communion  
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  
9.30am Morning Prayer 
5.30pm Evening Prayer 

Dates for your Diary  
 

 Sunday 3rd November: All Soul’s service. 6:30pm 
 Saturday 9th November: Sweatshop day for the 

Christmas Market. 9:30am to 12:00noon. 
 Sunday 10th November: Remembrance Service 

at 10:00am; So What? Youth Bible Study at 
4:00pm in the Parish Centre and Evensong at 
6:30pm 

 Tuesday 12th November: CAMEO at 12:00noon 
to 2:00pm in the Parish Centre  

 Wednesday 13th & 27th November: Home Church 
Bible Study. 7:00pm to 8:15pm. Parish Centre. 

 Saturday 16th November: Christmas Market, 
12:00noon to 4:00pm. 

 Wednesday 20th November: Safer Local 
Community meeting. 7:30pm, St John’s Church 

 Thursday 21st November: Palmers Green 
Christmas Lights “switch on” 4:00pm at the 
Triangle 

 Saturday 7th December: Christmas Jammin@St 
John’s. 10:00am to 12noon in the Church 

 Sunday 8th December: Toy Service followed by 
Bring and Share lunch. 

 

Please check our website for full details 
www.stjohnspg.org 
 

Items for December Newsletter?  Please email 

any corrections, suggestions or proposed content for 
the next edition to: sjpgnews@gmail.com by 22nd 
November.  The editor retains full editorial control! 

 

 

 

 
 

Directory and Contacts: 
 
The Vicar: Rev Julie Coleman 
Tel: 020 8886 9557 
E: rev.jcoleman@hotmail.com  
 
Licensed Lay Minister: Julia Holder 
 
Churchwardens: Richard Godfrey & Kathy Forsyth 
Deputy Churchwarden: JP Godfrey 
E: churchwarden@stjohnspg.org 
E: kathyforsyth1962@gmail.com 
E: jp.godfrey@gmail.com 
 
Director of Music: Robert Hainault 
E: Nebularhatriot@gmail.com 
 
Parish & Facilities Administrator: 
Theodora Diamandi 
Tel: 0208 886 0847 
E: stjohnspg@gmail.com  
 
The Parish Office is open between 9:15am and 
3:00pm every weekday except Thursdays. 
1 Bourne Hill, London N13 4DA 

 
PCC Members: Rev Julie Coleman (Vicar); Richard 

Godfrey and Kathy Forsyth (Church Wardens); JP 
Godfrey (Deputy Church Warden); Rick Arkwright;  
Eme Brasnett; Audrey Clovey; Nick Easton; Moira 
Foster; Roger Gardner; Julia Holder and Nick Jones. 

 
Staying in Touch: To stay in touch with up to the 

minute news of activities at St John’s sign up to 
receive our occasional Mailchimp email alerts. Ask 
to be added to the circulation by emailing 
SJPGsocialmedia@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Find and follow us on Social Media: 
 

 Facebook:  
St-John-the-Evangelist-Palmers-Green 
 

 Twitter: @stjohnspalmersg 
 

Instagram: @stjohnspalmersgreen 
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