
  
 

Vicar’s Letter  
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Last month the great excitement in our house, rather than in my children’s’ houses, was 
that Molly came to live with us. Molly is black and tan, eleven years old and a Yorkshire 
Terrier. For a while now we have been looking for a companion for our other dogs Tilly and 
Marley and so I had signed up to a number of Terrier adoption agencies. Fortunately 
needy Yorkshire Terriers are rare but as I say, last month after a long wait, she came. 
Thankfully they all immediately became friends (the cautious cats in our garden took a little 
longer!). But what is most invigorating and rewarding is going for walks.  
  
Previously Tilly had occasionally shown a little of her cantankerous side, sometimes sitting 
down in the middle of a footpath as if to say “It’s too wet, too cold, why don’t we just go 
home for a few biscuits?” Now though, with Molly, she is rejuvenated and I follow along 
behind three wagging tails as they jointly explore the long grasses and scamper ahead. It’s 
like having three new dogs, not one! 
  
So we have all just celebrated Christmas and now are looking forward to the New Year. 
We have thoughts of freshness, of perhaps taking a new approach or reviewing our 
direction in life; somehow the turning of the calendar page always prompts a little, or 
maybe a lot, of taking stock. It is helpful though to remember with the Christmas Carols 
and services ringing yet in our ears that God chose to come to us as a baby, a cuddly 
chuckling smiling little package that we cannot resist. A package that in the words of my 
son, a few days after his brother was born “will change your life forever.” 
  
Surely this special way of Jesus coming to us is an invitation to let God into our hearts and 
to form a relationship with him. And when could be better than the beginning of a New 
Year? I know it takes a little courage to walk up a church path and open a new door, 
perhaps we have never been to church at all, or maybe we have but the experience was 
not so welcoming. There’s something that Molly can teach us though about accepting new 
relationships that Jesus promises and that is that the effect can be unexpectedly 
invigorating and releasing beyond what we could expect or imagine. 
  
I wish you all a very Happy New Year. 
 
With blessings, 

 
Rev Julie. 
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Dear Friends and Neighbours, 
THANK YOU 
I need to get around to writing some ‘thank you’ 
letters to kind friends and relatives who bought 
us Christmas presents. But I need to say 
‘thank you’ to many more people who have 
given of their time and energy to support me, 
our church and the local community over the 
last year. 
 

A sincere and big ‘THANK YOU’ to: 
 our Churchwardens, Parochial Church 

Council Members (PCC) and Treasurer for 
all they do dealing with the legal 
requirements placed on us, 

 people who helped with fund-raising and 
who donate to St John’s on a regular basis 
to keep us afloat, 

 people who help clean, arrange flowers, set 
up for services, who sing in our choir and 
conduct the choir, deliver the newsletters, 
who have run events and activities, 

 those who have ensured that children are 
welcomed and cared for in our Sunday 
School, 

 the building committee who make sure 
there are no leaks, 

 all who supported the summer fete, 
Christmas market, Jammin at St. John’s, a 
Jazz night and the odd Gin nights! – which 

have supported the church and other 
charities, 

 everyone who has said an encouraging 
word to me in the last year – very much 
appreciated! 

 

We live in a place where, for most of us, we 
have much to be grateful for - and yet it’s easy 
to take it for granted!  During his ministry, 
Jesus healed ten lepers, but only one 
remembered to say ‘thank you’ (Luke 17:11-
19). So I also want to give thanks to God for 
his creation, for life and for hope – and indeed, 
for you. Rev Julie 
 

Updates and News 
 

Moving to Hunstanton: My family and I 

will be moving to Hunstanton in Norfolk early in 
2020.  
 

Hunstanton is a Victorian seaside town and is 
often referred to as “sunny Hunny”. Hunstanton 
is known for its stripped cliffs, which are formed 
of carstone, a red coloured stone that is used 
widely in local buildings. Hunstanton also has 
an amazing sandy beach, shown in the photo. 

 
I moved to London 
in 1985 and have 
lived in Palmers 
Green for almost all 
of that time. I was 
attending St John’s, 
Hyde Park 
Crescent, which is 

where I met and married Carol, until early in 
the 2000s. I’ve been a member of the 
congregation at St John’s, Palmers Green, for 
almost 20 years. In my time at St John’s I have 
enjoyed many roles including being a member 
of the PCC, the PCC Treasurer, in the serving 
team and, over the past year, in Rev’d Julie’s 
ministry support team. I have also very much 
enjoyed many summer fetes, where I have 
helped to run the plant stall.  
 

We have made many friends over the past 20 
years at St John’s. I believe St John’s 
strengths include the diversity of the 
congregation and the warm welcome that the 
congregation offers to newcomers. I will hugely 
miss the richness of the worship and the 
sermons, which are always challenging and 
encouraging us to be willing to share Jesus’ 
good news with those that we meet.  
 



As we start a new chapter in our lives, we 
extend our very best wishes to everyone at St 
John’s and say a huge thank you to everyone 
for their friendship, prayers and kindness over 
many years. This is very much farewell and not 
goodbye and we will keep in touch. There will 
always be a warm welcome ready for anyone 
who would like to visit and spend some time in 
“sunny Hunny” on the beautiful Norfolk coast. 
 

Garry, Carol and Laura Langham 
 

Scout group news: First up I would like to 

thank Simon and James for all their hard work 
getting the Beavers back up and running and 
establishing a strong member base. Due to 
other commitments they are both standing 
down in the new year and will be missed by all. 
This has, as you can imagine, left us short of 
leaders, but thankfully 6 of our Beaver parents 
have "offered" (??) to step up and take on the 
leadership role. This is a huge undertaking 
especially as they have no recent scout 
experience let alone running a section. Please 
join me in welcoming them and wishing them 
good luck with this new adventure. 
Dave Arnold. G.S.L. 4th Southgate Scout 
Group  
 
 

Up and Coming… 
     

 
 
 

New Year Prayer: 2020: Heavenly 

Father, we thank You for the year that has 
passed and the many blessings You have 
showered upon us. We beg your pardon in 
our many failings and trespasses. Make the 
new year a more fruitful and blessed one. We 
also thank You for every test of time that has 
brought us stronger in faith and trust in You. 
Bestow upon us the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen 

 
 

Morning and Evening Prayer: I invite 

you to join me for Morning or Evening Prayer 
every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday at 9:30am or 5:30pm at St John the 
Evangelist Church. These informal services are 
a time of reflection, praise and prayer.  
Rev Julie 
 

Mid Week Holy Communion: I invite you 

to join me and a small group of people for a 
short mid week Holy Communion service every 
Thursday at 10:30am. This is a Book of 
Common Prayer (BCP) service that reflects the 
beauty and wealth of Anglican liturgy and the 
reverence of bringing all that we are to God at 
the Last Supper.  Rev Julie 
 

Tuesday 14th January: CAMEO:  The 

CAMEO Group's next meeting will be on 
Tuesday 14th January, 12:00-2:00pm in the 
Parish Centre. As usual please bring a small 
packed lunch with you. We will be reviewing 
CAMEO's first year and the way forward. 
Please come with your suggestions, opinions 
and ideas for the future programme. Come and 
Meet Each Other. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Saturday 18th to Saturday 25th: Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity:  A series 

of reflections at 8:30am each morning, hosted 
by “Churches Together” and prepared by 
Christians in Malta, that develop the idea of 
hospitality as experienced by Paul after his 
shipwreck on the island. St John’s is hosting 
on 21st January. Please see poster for further 
details and venues for each day.  
 

St John’s New Year Confirmation and 
Preparation: Confirmation marks the point in 

the Christian journey at which you affirm for 
yourself the faith into which you have been 
baptised and your intention to live a life of 
committed discipleship. This affirmation is 
confirmed through prayer and the laying on of 
hands by the confirming Bishop, it is open to 
anyone over the age of 11. 
 

If you have you ever asked – ‘What is 
confirmation?’ ‘How do I get confirmed?’ I will 
be holding confirmation classes early in the 
New Year leading to individuals being 
confirmed by Bishop Rob on Palm Sunday 
(5th April). If you would like more information 
please call Rev Julie Coleman on 020 8886 
9557 or email rev.jcoleman@hotmail.com 
Rev Julie 

mailto:rev.jcoleman@hotmail.com


 

Information and Directory 
 

 

Regular services: 
 

Sundays 
 

8.30am: Parish Holy Communion (quieter, more 

reflective service in the Lady Chapel) 
10.00am: Parish Holy Communion  
 3

rd
 Sunday of the month, prayer is available during 

Communion from a member of the prayer team in the Lady 
Chapel 

 5
th

 Sunday of the month is a Healing Service with 
Communion 

(This service is followed by a children’s choir 
practice at 11:45am) 
6:30pm: Evensong (2nd Sunday of the month)  
 

Other Service Times 
  
Thursdays 10:30am: Holy Communion  
 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  
9.30am Morning Prayer 
5.30pm Evening Prayer 

Dates for your Diary  
 Sunday 12th January: Evensong at 6:30pm. 
 Tuesday 14th January: CAMEO in the Parish 

Centre from 12:00 ‘till 2:00pm. 
 Saturday 18th January: Volunteer training for the 

Youth provision, provided by Enfield Council, 
from 10:00am to 4:00pm at St John’s. 

 Saturday 18th to Saturday 25th: Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity. 8:30am each morning. St 
John’s is hosting on 21st January. 

 Saturday 1st February: Jammin@St John’s. 
10:00am to 12noon in the Church. 

 Tuesdays 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st March. 
“Tenants of the King”. Churches Together Lent 
Course at St John’s. 7:30 for 8:00pm. 

 Sunday 5th April. Confirmation service with 
Bishop Rob. 

 Sunday 17th May 2020: Vision Day – engaging 
the whole congregation in the process of 
developing a new Mission Action Plan for St 
John’s. 12:00 to 3:00pm in the Parish Centre. 
 

 

Please check our website for full details 
www.stjohnspg.org 
 

Items for February Newsletter?  Please email 

any corrections, suggestions or proposed content for 
the next edition to: sjpgnews@gmail.com by 24th 
January. The editor retains full editorial control! 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Directory and Contacts: 
 
The Vicar: Rev Julie Coleman 
Tel: 020 8886 9557 
E: rev.jcoleman@hotmail.com  
 
Licensed Lay Minister: Julia Holder 
 
Churchwardens: Richard Godfrey & Kathy Forsyth 
Deputy Churchwarden: JP Godfrey 
E: churchwarden@stjohnspg.org 
E: kathyforsyth1962@gmail.com 
E: jp.godfrey@gmail.com 
 
Director of Music: Robert Hainault 
E: Nebularhatriot@gmail.com 
 
Parish & Facilities Administrator: 
Theodora Diamandi 
Tel: 0208 886 0847 
E: stjohnspg@gmail.com  
 
The Parish Office is open between 9:15am and 
3:00pm every weekday except Thursdays. 
1 Bourne Hill, London N13 4DA 

 
PCC Members: Rev Julie Coleman (Vicar); Richard 

Godfrey and Kathy Forsyth (Church Wardens); JP 
Godfrey (Deputy Church Warden); Rick Arkwright;  
Eme Brasnett; Audrey Clovey; Nick Easton; Moira 
Foster; Roger Gardner; Julia Holder and Nick Jones. 

 
Staying in Touch: To stay in touch with up to the 

minute news of activities at St John’s sign up to 
receive our occasional Mailchimp email alerts. Ask 
to be added to the circulation by emailing 
SJPGsocialmedia@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Find and follow us on Social Media: 
 

 Facebook:  
St-John-the-Evangelist-Palmers-Green 
 

 Twitter: @stjohnspalmersg 
 

Instagram: @stjohnspalmersgreen 
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