
  
 

Vicar’s Letter  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Sprouts! 
  
‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas – everywhere you go!’ Yes, folks!  Once again we find 
ourselves enmeshed in the Holiday Season, that very special time of year when we join with our 
loved ones in sharing centuries-old traditions such as trying to find a parking space at the 
shopping centre. We traditionally do this in my family by driving around the car park until we see a 
shopper emerge from the shopping centre, then we follow them, in very much the same spirit as 
the Three Wise Men, who 2,000 years ago followed a star, week after week, until it led them to a 
parking space. 
  
But, don’t get me wrong, I absolutely love Christmas.  I love everything about it.  I love getting 
together with family, decorating the house like I’m hosting the Blackpool illuminations, giving and 
receiving Christmas cards, wrapping and unwrapping Christmas presents - the list is endless. One 
thing I especially love about Christmas, though, is........ brussel sprouts. Lovely green, round, soft 
sprouts in a big pile on my plate with, stuffing, and cranberry sauce, Yummm! 
  
Sprouts are a funny vegetable, because you either love them or hate them.  For every person who 
loves them, there are probably ten others who think Ughhh! When I was a little girl everybody had 
to have at least one brussel sprout with their Christmas dinner in our house. It was usually the last 
thing rolling around your plate or, if you were very clever, you would hide it under a bit of leftover 
mash. “You’ve got to eat your greens and you’ll grow up tall and strong and it’ll keep you regular!” 
my mum would say. Strong! Maybe?  But tall? I’m not sure it worked mum!  And regular – well, no 
comment! 
  
Some things in life you either love or hate.  I love Marmite but you may not.  We all have different 
tastes. Sometimes, Christmas can be like that too.   I love getting last minute bargains, but some 
people I know have already bought and wrapped all their Christmas presents by the end of 
June.  However we celebrate Christmas, I hope we remember that Jesus came into the world, not 
to be an afterthought, like a brussel sprout that gets a look in only after we’ve enjoyed the turkey 
and potatoes on our Christmas dinner. Jesus came to give us hope in a hopeless and hurting 
world. The Bible says, “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” 
  
Well, better go. I’ve got some last minute Christmas presents to wrap and 3kgs of sprouts to 
peel.  It may be a windy Christmas at the Vicarage this year!!! 
  

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. With love in Christ, 
 

Rev Julie. 
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Just gone… 
 

Remembrance Poppies: I would like to 

thank Sharon for initiating the making of the 
poppies that decorated St. John’s Church. This 

was supported by our local 
shop “Stitch”, members of the 
congregation (thank you to 
Helen for our soldier 
silhouette) and the 
community. I thank you all 
very much. 
Rev Julie 
 

 

Has it really been a year? We celebrated 

the first anniversary of Rev Julie’s induction 
here at St John’s by the Bishop of Edmonton a 
year ago on 14th November 2018.  
 

Rev Julie you have been a breath of fresh air 
to the church, bringing 
God’s healing touch, 
restoring our hearts and 
helping us to grow in our 
faith. We love your sense 
of honesty and openness 
- and your appetite for 
fun - and we look forward 
to what God will do 
amongst us through your 
ministry in the years to 
come. 
 

Christmas Market: A heartfelt vote of 

thanks to all those who made the Christmas 
Market at St John’s on 16th November such a 
huge success! 
 

To those who made items to sell, handed in 
donations for the various stalls, gave monetary 

donations, and/or 
browsed the stalls 
on the day – a huge 
“thank you”.  
To those who 
volunteered 
assistance setting up 
the church, manning 

the stalls or serving refreshments and to the 
fundraising committee, an even bigger “thank 
you!” To Palmers Green High and Hazelwood 
School choirs - you are a credit to your schools 
and families. 
 

The Christmas Market was an example of how, 
with hard work, team-work and determination 

to be involved, we succeeded in raising the 
magnificent sum of nearly £2,000! 
 

The lovely atmosphere in the church was 
noted by several people and this really did 
prove to be an occasion where people of all 
ages within our congregation and community 
were able to come together in friendship and 
unity. I look forward to seeing you all at the 
next one! Many blessings, Rev Julie. 
 

Safer Local Communities: Making 
provisions for our youth. Volunteers 
invited and training offered:  Thank you 

to those who attended the update meeting on 
20 November where we heard from Rev Julie 
and Yemi (from Enfield Council) about 
progress with this community led and owned 
project. Three areas of support have been 
identified and we are now seeking volunteers 
from churches and the local community – full 
training will be provided in each case. 
1. Youth provision. Friday afternoons from 

3:30pm to 6:00pm for young people aged 
14 - 18. Enfield Council will provide two 
youth leaders for the first year to work 
alongside volunteers. Life skills courses will 
also be offered. We are looking for 
volunteers who can commit on a rota basis 
to help with the provision – this could 
include set up and clear away, providing 
refreshments, chatting to the young people, 
etc. 

2. Mentoring for young people aged between 
14 - 18. Mentors are required. 

3. Support group for parents/carers with 
disengaged children or those involved with 
(knife) crime/drugs. Volunteers are invited 
from people who feel they can facilitate the 
group and also provide 
hospitality/refreshments. 

 

Another way to provide support is to purchase 
some essential items for the youth provision. 
These are listed on our Amazon wish list. 
 

Volunteer training for the Youth provision, 
provided by Enfield Council, will take place on 
Saturday 7th December and Saturday 18th 
January at St John’s. Training is free and lunch 
will be provided.  
 

Further details and the links to the Amazon 
wish list and to book on the training days are 
on our website. Alternatively please speak to 
Rev Julie or Jenny Godfrey.   



Pastoral Care: Recognising that the vicar 

can’t provide pastoral care to everybody and 
that we are to release into ministry those whom 
God has gifted, two Lay Chaplain’s have been 
identified from within our Church Family and 
commissioned to carry out the specific ministry 
of pastoral care on behalf of the parish. 
 

Along with and under the guidance of Rev Julie, 
they will play an important part in our parish 
and wider community by visiting and caring for 
those in need, offering a listening ear, a 
friendly face and seeking to bring the love of 
Jesus to all. Whilst the Lay Chaplains and 
Vicar can’t offer counselling, they can listen, 
support and encourage and they can point 
people towards others who can help further.  
 

If you, a neighbour or a loved one, would like a 
pastoral visit from one of our Chaplains, or 
would like someone to contact you for a chat 
on the phone, please don’t hesitate to ring Rev 
Julie Coleman on 0208 8886 9557 or email us 
at rev.jcoleman@hotmail.com. You don’t have 
to attend church regularly to receive prayer or 
a visit.  Pastoral care is for all. Rev Julie. 
 

Up and Coming… 
     
Prayer Space for December: The prayer 

space for December uses aspects of the 
Christmas story to provide inspiration and hope 
and to stimulate our thoughts and prayers. 
 

Christmas Services – for full details see 

separate flyer and our website. 
 

Sunday 8th December: Toy Service 
followed by “Bring and Share” Lunch. 
Donations are invited for toys for vulnerable 
children and their families. 
 

Tuesday 10th December: CAMEO 
Christmas Pudding making.  
Our next CAMEO group meeting will be in the 

evening, on Tuesday 10th 
December, 7:00pm  
to 9:00pm in the Parish 
Centre. We will be making 
Christmas puddings with 
Beryl. Everyone welcome! 
 

13th to 15th December – Christmas 
Tree Festival: The Christmas Tree festival 

started 6 years ago as a community outreach  

project and has now become a tradition at St 
John's. Twelve trees are decorated on a 
different theme each year (this year it's 
STARS). Several local schools take part as 
well as local shops and of course, our own 
church groups. 
 

The festival is open to the public from 2.30pm 
until 5pm. Entrance is free but there is a 
donation box available. As dusk falls the lit 
trees take on their own magic and are well 
worth a visit. The festival culminates with the 
service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols on Sunday 
15th led by our own choir. 
The trees will remain in 
place for the rest of 
Advent but will only be lit 
once more from 
Christmas Eve onwards.  
 

Saturday 14th December: Church 
Cleaning. A reminder that the next Cleaning 

Day is Saturday 14th December. The church is 
open from 9.00am until 12noon. Please come 
and lend a hand if you can – even if its only for 
half an hour, you will be very welcome! 
Tea/Coffee and biscuits are always provided.  
 

16th to 24th December: POSADA 
Posada’ (Spanish for ‘inn’) is a Christmas 
activity which lasts from December 16th to 24th 

when small versions of Mary and Joseph travel 
around different households in the community 

and stay there for one 
night. 
 

People sign-up in 
advance, offering to 
host Mary and Joseph 
for a night. It’s open to 
everyone and lots of 
families find that it’s a 
great way to be 

involved in the Christmas story.  
 

If you would like to host Mary and Joseph, 
please sign up in church or email 
rev.jcoleman@hotmail.com 
 

Sunday 22nd December: Sunday 
School Christmas Party: Worship 

followed by a children's traditional Christmas 
party. All children, with their parents or carers, 
are welcome. 
 

mailto:rev.jcoleman@hotmail.com


 

Information and Directory 
 

 

Regular services: 
 

Sundays 
 

8.30am: Parish Holy Communion (quieter, more 

reflective service in the Lady Chapel) 
10.00am: Parish Holy Communion  
 3

rd
 Sunday of the month, prayer is available during 

Communion from a member of the prayer team in the Lady 
Chapel 

 5
th

 Sunday of the month is a Healing Service with 
Communion 

(This service is followed by a children’s choir 
practice at 11:45am) 
6:30pm: Evensong (2nd Sunday of the month)  
 

Other Service Times 
  
Thursdays 10:30am: Holy Communion  
 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  
9.30am Morning Prayer 
5.30pm Evening Prayer 

Dates for your Diary  
 Saturday 7th December: Christmas Jammin@St 

John’s. 10:00am to 12noon in the Church and 
Youth Provision Training. 10:00am to 4:00pm. 

 Sunday 8th December: Toy Service followed by 
Bring and Share lunch. Evensong at 6:30pm. 

 Tuesday 10th December: CAMEO Christmas 
Pudding making. 7:00pm in the Parish Centre. 

 Friday 13th to Sunday 15th December: Christmas 
Tree Festival. 2:30pm to 5:00pm. 

 Saturday 14th December: Church Cleaning. 
9:00am to 12noon. 

 Sunday 15th December: Carols by Candlelight. 
6:30pm. A service of nine lessons and carols. 

 Sunday 22nd December: Sunday School 
Christmas Party.  

 Tuesday 24th December: 4:00pm Crib Service 
and Christingle. 11:30pm Midnight Mass. 

 Wednesday 25th December: 10:30am Christmas 
Morning service. 

 Saturday 28th December: 10:30am. Holy 
Innocents Day service. 

 

Please check our website for full details 
www.stjohnspg.org 
 

Items for January Newsletter?  Please email 

any corrections, suggestions or proposed content for 
the next edition to: sjpgnews@gmail.com by 27th 
December. The editor retains full editorial control! 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Directory and Contacts: 
 
The Vicar: Rev Julie Coleman 
Tel: 020 8886 9557 
E: rev.jcoleman@hotmail.com  
 
Licensed Lay Minister: Julia Holder 
 
Churchwardens: Richard Godfrey & Kathy Forsyth 
Deputy Churchwarden: JP Godfrey 
E: churchwarden@stjohnspg.org 
E: kathyforsyth1962@gmail.com 
E: jp.godfrey@gmail.com 
 
Director of Music: Robert Hainault 
E: Nebularhatriot@gmail.com 
 
Parish & Facilities Administrator: 
Theodora Diamandi 
Tel: 0208 886 0847 
E: stjohnspg@gmail.com  
 
The Parish Office is open between 9:15am and 
3:00pm every weekday except Thursdays. 
1 Bourne Hill, London N13 4DA 

 
PCC Members: Rev Julie Coleman (Vicar); Richard 

Godfrey and Kathy Forsyth (Church Wardens); JP 
Godfrey (Deputy Church Warden); Rick Arkwright;  
Eme Brasnett; Audrey Clovey; Nick Easton; Moira 
Foster; Roger Gardner; Julia Holder and Nick Jones. 

 
Staying in Touch: To stay in touch with up to the 

minute news of activities at St John’s sign up to 
receive our occasional Mailchimp email alerts. Ask 
to be added to the circulation by emailing 
SJPGsocialmedia@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Find and follow us on Social Media: 
 

 Facebook:  
St-John-the-Evangelist-Palmers-Green 
 

 Twitter: @stjohnspalmersg 
 

Instagram: @stjohnspalmersgreen 
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