
  
 
Vicar’s Letter   
Just a few thoughts as we head into the wedding season, 2019, when blue skies and fresh hope 
will be the order of the day but stay with me. 
 

              
 
My mind has been particularly on a wonderful young couple due to be married in September. I 
have got to know them well over the past few months. It’s going to be my pleasure and honour to 
preside at the wedding as a family friend and priest. However, I couldn’t resist thinking of one or 
two comments I’d read from young children on the subject of romance, love and marriage – ‘out of 
the mouths of babes they say’. One little girl aged 8 summed up the romance of dating like this – 
‘When a person gets kissed for the first time, they fall down for at least one hour... 
High expectations, then, no pressure on the groom!  
 
Another, slightly more ‘knowing’ little boy of nine, came up with this world weary observation – 
‘Beauty is only skin deep, but how rich you are can last for a long time.’ 
 
All very perceptive and thought provoking, but not as helpful an insight as a line from the Anglican 
service, where marriage is spoken of as a ‘way of life that a couple enter into, that requires 
sacrificial commitment from both partners’. 
 
Love is very powerful and I believe we’re designed for love in its widest and deepest sense and 
funnily enough the one human being who truly showed us what love is, wasn’t married, but he 
sure was committed to all men and women. With that (and marriage) in mind I give the last word to 
the wisdom of scripture – 
‘Think hard about who you will be closest to, because they will be the primary shapers of 

who you will become’ (Proverbs 13: 20) 
 
Have a wonderful and blessed summer season. 
 
With love in Christ, 
 
Julie 
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Just gone… 
  
1st June: Jammin’ @ St John’s 
The fabulous Marla Brown, who we value so 
much as a member of St John's, brought her 
music to us for this jammin’ session. We 
enjoyed listening to her beautiful music and 
inspiring words. 
 

 
 
4th June: Celebrating the 25th Anniversary 
of the ordination of women to the 
priesthood. It was 
so lovely to join Rev 
Julie and so many 
other female (and 
male) priests at St 
Paul's Cathedral on 
this joyful occasion. 

 
 
9th June: Pentecost Sunday 
It was great to have the Scouts represented on 
Pentecost Sunday, to celebrate their 101st 
Birthday, to remember those who have gone 
before and celebrate with those who journey 
with us today. We look forward to welcoming 
the Scouts again in the near future. 
 

 
 
25th June:  Men’s Pitch and Putt Evening 
 

 

Some of the men from St John’s enjoying well-
earned refreshments after their “exhausting” 
round of “Pitch and Putt” at Grovelands Park. 
 
 

(continued) 
There is talk of some tennis next and there is 
bound to be a curry evening before too long – 
if you would like to get involved please email 
nickeaston@btinternet.com to be kept in touch. 
 
Summer Fete: 29th June 
A massive “thank you” to everybody who 
helped organise our Summer Fete. It was a 
really lovely day with great music, fantastic 
stalls, amazing people and an all-round lovely 
atmosphere. Thank you to Hazelwood School 
and Elizabeth for the live music! Due to the 
heat (35 degrees) it was quieter than usual, but 
the atmosphere was nonetheless great! 
Whether you turned up early to help set up, ran 
a stall, stayed to take down and put everything 
away or came to attend -  “thank you”. A true 
team effort. St John’s at its best! 
We would also thank all local businesses and 
stall holders for joining us and for donating 
raffle prizes as well as advertising with us and 
sponsoring us. We appreciate all your support. 
 

  
 

  
 

   
 

6th & 7th July: Winchmore Hill Anniversary 
Worship Night Winchmore Hill Baptist Church 
(WHBC) had a two day church anniversary 
celebration - an opportunity for WHBC to 
reflect on and thank God for His blessings to 
them as a community over the last year and to 
pray for the year to come. We trust they had a 
great time and knew the presence and 
affirmation of God in their celebrations. 



Up and Coming… 
 
Changes to our regular calendar 
Children’s Choir: There is a children’s choir 
practice every Sunday at 11.30am. 
Praise and Worship Service:  
“Thank you to everyone for accomplishing the 
trial run for the Praise and Worship service. 
The feedback I have received is that it would 
be preferred if we had Parish Communion on 
the 2ndSunday which, I also fully agree with. 
The main thing I have learnt about this service 
is that you all loved the music and upbeat 
hymns, old and new. This will continue! And 
what I am most grateful to you for is that you 
were all willing to try something new. God 
bless you always.” Rev Julie 

 
Call for Volunteers: The Bible often talks 
about the church as a body and as everyone 
makes their unique contribution, the body 
grows and goes from strength to strength.  At 
the moment there are two areas in particular 
where we need some help: 
Sunday School: Guy is now leading the new 
11+yr old group (Wise Owls) and needs some 
volunteers to go on a teaching rota, perhaps 
running a session per month. The focus is on 
exploring the gospel themes and Guy will 
provide support. There is also a need to “back 
fill” Guy’s contribution to the 7-11yr old group 
(Belfry Bats). If you feel you could help, please 
speak to Guy or Rev Julie in the first instance.  
Comms Team: We all know how important 
effective communication is – more so as St 
John’s becomes more active and community-
focused. This year we have launched a new 
website, our twitter following has almost 
doubled, we have a new monthly newsletter 
and we are looking to explore the introduction 
of a quarterly parish newsletter to be 
distributed to local homes to promote St John’s 
in the community. If you are interested in 
helping out with any of this please speak to 
Jenny or Nick or email SJPGnews@gmail.com. 
 
Prayer Space - July 
God wants us to live in unity. “Make every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace. There is one body and one 
Spirit – just as you were called to one hope 
when you were called - one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all.” Eph. 4:3-6.  

A jigsaw is made up of many pieces of different 
shapes and sizes, just as we as a congre-
gation, are made up of many different people. 
During July, the Prayer Space will have a 
completed and an uncompleted jigsaw. You 
are invited to pray for someone/a particular 
situation and that on a piece of jigsaw; then 
take that piece from the completed jigsaw and 
to add it to the uncompleted jigsaw. In doing 
this, over the month, we will build up the jigsaw 
until it is whole and represents a unified picture.    
 
Home Church Bible Study:  
Matthew’s Gospel – An 
Exploration of Jesus’ 
Teaching on the 
Kingdom of God.  Jesus 
spent much of His 
ministry teaching about 
and demonstrating the 
good news of the 
Kingdom – the rule and reign of God. This 
study from Matthew’s Gospel comprises seven 
sessions and explores the meaning of the 
Kingdom and the implications for the way we 
live now. The group will meet from 7:00pm to 
8:15pm on alternate Wednesdays starting on 
17th July. To register your interest please sign 
up at the back of church or speak to Rev Julie 
or to Nick. 
 
North London Hospice, N21: 17th July 
3:00pm to 4:00pm Churches Together have 
been invited to the Health and Wellbeing 
Centre in Winchmore Hill. There will be a tour 
and a talk from the Associate Director about 
the breadth of free services the Centre offers 
to patients and their families. “It's a beautiful 
building and we want to make sure as many 
people as possible know how they can access 
or signpost others to our end of life support”. 
Anyone wishing to attend should inform 
Hannah Newton, Community Development 
Ambassador so that numbers can be managed.  
Tel: 020 8343 6831. 
 
Is St John’s in Palmers Green? 
Well it is now ........ but 
you may have seen that 
the latest ward boundary 
proposals from the Local 
Government Boundary 
Commission will put St 
John's in the Winchmore 
Hill ward. The Boundary Commission has 
invited comments by 5 August. 
https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/15478 



 

Information and Directory 
 

 
Regular services: 
 
Sundays 
 
8.30am: Parish Holy Communion (quieter, more 
reflective service in the Lady Chapel) 
10.00am: Parish Holy Communion  
• 3rd Sunday of the month, prayer is available during 

Communion from a member of the prayer team in the 
Lady Chapel 

• 5th Sunday of the month is a Healing Service 
(This service is followed by a children’s choir 
practice at 11:30am). 
6:30pm: Evensong (2nd Sunday of the month) 
 
Other Service Times 
  
Thursdays 10:30am: Holy Communion  
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  
9.30am Morning Prayer 
5.30pm Evening Prayer 

Dates for your Diary  
! 6th and 7th July: Winchmore Hill Baptist Church 

Anniversary celebration 
! 9th July: CAMEO Summer Party. 7:30pm.  
! 17th and 31st July: Home Church Bible Study. 

7:00pm to 8:15pm. 
! 14th July: Youth Bible Study. 4:00pm to 

5:00pm 
! 14th July: Choral Evensong. 6:30pm to 7:30pm 
! 16th July: Churches Together. 8:00pm 
! 17th July: North London Hospice facilities at 

Winchmore Hill. Tour and talk: 3:00pm to 
4:00pm,  

! 24th July: Prayer meeting, 7:30pm to 8:30pm  
! 27th July: Church Cleaning. 9:00am to 

11:30am.  
! 28th July: Julia’s re-licensing at St John’s, with 

Bishop Rob 
 
 
Please check our website for full 
details 
www.stjohnspg.org 
 
 
Items for August Newsletter?   
Please email any corrections, suggestions or 
proposed content for the next edition to: 
sjpgnews@gmail.com by 24th July. 
The editor retains full editorial control! 

 
 

Directory and Contacts: 
 
The Vicar: Rev Julie Coleman 
Tel: 020 8886 9557 
E: rev.jcoleman@hotmail.com  
 
Licensed Lay Minister: Julia Holder 
 
Churchwardens: Richard Godfrey & Kathy Forsyth 
E: rgodfreylocations@icloud.com 
E: kathyforsyth1962@gmail.com 
 
Director of Music: Robert Hainault 
E: Nebularhatriot@gmail.com 
 
Parish & Facilities Administrator: 
Theodora Diamandi 
Tel: 0208 886 0847 
E: stjohnspg@gmail.com  
 
The Parish Office is open between 9:15am and 
3:00pm every weekday except Thursdays. 
1 Bourne Hill, London N13 4DA 
 
PCC Members: Rev Julie Coleman (Vicar); Richard 
Godfrey and Kathy Forsyth (Church Wardens); JP 
Godfrey (Deputy Church Warden); Rick Arkwright;  
Eme Brasnett; Audrey Clovey; Nick Easton; Moira 
Foster; Roger Gardner; Julia Holder and Nick Jones. 
 
Staying in Touch: To stay in touch with up to the 
minute news of activities at St John’s sign up to 
receive our occasional Mailchimp email alerts. Ask 
to be added to the circulation by emailing 
SJPGsocialmedia@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Find and follow us on Social Media: 
 

 Facebook:  
St-John-the-Evangelist-Palmers-Green 
 

 Twitter: @stjohnspalmersg 
 

Instagram: @stjohnspalmersgreen 


